
CARIBBEAN STUDIES

NOTES

	Lesson #:     
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to enlighten students regarding the skills required for success in the completion of this course. 
	Methods/Activities:

1. Think pair share 

2. Reading 

See activity below. 



	Topic: Skills required for    

            Caribbean studies
	
	

	Subtopic:  Bloom’s Taxonomy 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

1. After examining the different levels of the taxonomy;
a.  categorize commands which frequently appear in essays according to their levels on the scale; 
b. List appropriate activities for different commands/terms used at each level;
2. Through pair/share, differentiate between the levels of the taxonomy by applying commands to given statements.  
	Resource Materials:

1. Handout – Levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy and related activities


Introductory activity – Bloom’s taxonomy 
Apply related commands at each level of Bloom’s taxonomy to the following statements. 

Statements

1. According to George Beckford (    ), the contemporary Caribbean has been shaped by the “plantation system” and can thus be considered “plantation society”. 
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“Education is the route to upward social mobility in the contemporary Caribbean.”

                Levels on Bloom’s taxonomy and related activities 

	Level 
	Requirement 
	Activities 

	Knowledge
	To find or remember information 
	Tell, uncover, show, list, locate, repeat, define, explain, investigate, recall, name, point to

	Comprehension 
	To understand information 
	Summarize, relate, explain, reword, discuss, 

	Application 
	To use information 
	Try, diagram, perform, report, employ, adapt, draw, construct

	Analysis 
	To take information apart 
	Study, combine, separate, categorize, detect, examine, inspect, discriminate, take apart, generalize, compare, analyze, scrutinize 

	Evaluation 
	To make judgements about knowledge 
	Justify, decide, criticize, judge, solve, rate, assess, appraise

	Synthesis 
	To create new ideas or things 
	Hypothesize, predict, create, invent, produce, modify, extend, design, formulate, develop, build, compile


Interpreting questions 
Discuss: present a thorough analysis of the issue in question by examining all sides or facets of the related arguments. 

Compare: present similarities (and differences) of the features mentioned. Ensure that the main features of the elements being compared are identified and used to properly structure the essay. 

Evaluate: present judgements as the relative value of the features mentioned. 

Determine extent: weigh arguments and state the relative importance/validity/applicability/usefulness of the feature mentioned. 

Interpret: present explanation of facts.

Assess: establish the strengths and weaknesses of the features mentioned. 

	Lesson #:       
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand the society as a construct as well as their own relationship to Caribbean society.
	Methods/Activities:

1. Lecture 

2. Role play 

3. Diagrams 

4. Discussion 



	Topic: Society 
	
	

	Subtopic: Characteristics and Perspectives 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

1. Evaluate and correctly use at  least three definitions of the concept ‘society’;

2. Demonstrate understanding of the defining characteristics of society (explain and give illustrations);

3. Appreciate the concept as a construct to which multiple perspectives can be applied;

4. Apply the Marxist and structural functionalist perspectives to an understanding of their own society; 

5. Use diagram (or other media) to demonstrate understanding of the perspectives;

6. Appreciate how their society helps to define their personalities and identities;

7. Appreciate their potential to influence society in their various statuses within social organizations 


	Resource Materials:

1. Handouts 

2. Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach


Social Constructs
Social constructs are variable, uncertain and complex.  They are erroneously thought to be very different from scientific concepts.  It is a label given to an idea, explanation or way of thinking which is used to simplify how we deal with social life.  

No construct sums up the entirety of any phenomenon in question. 

Social - The totality of explanations describing how people interact and make sense of their experiences.  

What is a society?

· An arrangement of interaction and patterns of behaviour that occurs between members of social groups whether large or small.

· A set of people occupying a geographical area for a period of time.

· A social class that comprises wealthy prominent or fashionable persons.

· A formal association of people with similar interests. 

· A division of human kind with common characteristics such as race and nationality.  

· Original Latin word meant follower.

· Group of people who form a semi-closed system in which most interactions are with individuals belonging to that group.  

Activity 
Examine the meanings and uses of the term society to determine how the context determines the meaning of the term.

OR
Assess the appropriateness of each use of the term and derive the key characteristics of society. 

Activity – question and answer 

1. Select students will read one of the definitions each after which the teacher will record it on the board. 

2. The same will be examined to determine how the term society is being used and its consequent connotations. 

3. The definitions will then be collectively examined for common features in order to determine the characteristics of culture. 

Guiding task - Assess the nature each use of the term and derive the key characteristics of society. 

Note disciplinary differences in the use of the term. 

What are the characteristics of society?

· Common purpose or interest

· Common identity 

· Citizenship within a space

· Continuity over time and space

· Pattern of relationships

Uses of the term society

· To denote geographical divisions 

· To denote social class differences 

· To identify collective groups

· As a guide to behaviour

· Any group of people living in a country makes up its society.

· ‘High’ society describes the lives of the rich and famous

· The society in which we live tolerates the drinking of alcohol but not the smoking of marijuana.

Activity 
Use role play to demonstrate your understanding of the given use/meaning of the term society. 

How does society work?
Society can be viewed as a social structure; a set of organized patterns or arrangements and interactions. 

These interactions occur within larger arrangements, namely social institutions and social organizations.  

Social institutions are manifested via social organizations. The institutions are our established ideas and beliefs about how we want aspects of society to be organized. Social intuitions are the tangible manifestations of these beliefs and ideas.  

Individuals function and interact within social organizations. In these they have defined statuses (ascribed or achieved) and the concomitant roles. 

In this light, society meets and shapes the individual and the individual participates in society.  

Marxist explanation 

· Founder Karl Marx believes that society consists of two classes; ones position in either class depends on the ownership of wealth. 

· Bourgeoisie are those who own wealth 

· Proletariat – own and sell only their labour

· The bourgeoisie manipulate the various structures in society in order to maintain the status quo.

· Society is consequently always characterised by tension, competition and conflict for scarce resources.  

· Institutions operate in ways that benefit the ruling class.  The most critical institution is the economy or the infrastructure which shapes all other institutions.  The latter constitutes the superstructure.  
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Structural Functionalist Explanations 

· Society is a system; it comprises interdependent structures (institutions) which all work together for society’s survival and functioning.  

· Individuals therein are governed by its norms and values along with the use of sanctions; a process made possible through socialization.   

· Value consensus is essential to social order (considered one of the basic needs of society). It is accomplished when there is agreement about society’s values and consequent goals and results in cooperation in society.   
	Major Question in Sociology 
	Structural Functionalist
	Marxist 
	Similarities 
	Differences

	View of society 
	Society is a harmonious system 
	An arena of conflict 
	Society is made up of different structures all of which have specific functions.
	Functionalist – all are equal in functioning and all are positive.

Marxist – the economy is more important and not all structures are beneficial to society

	Main concern of perspective
	Understanding how structures are interrelated and how their functions in the society.
	Understand how inequality and exploitation continues and how to improve society. 
	Concerned with how society works 
	Marxist focus on who society works for (upper class), 

Functionalist assume benefits for all in society

	Social Order 
	Interdependence of structures, value consensus/collective conscience 
	Ideological conditioning 

False consciousness

Ruling class ideology 
	Ideas and socialization are important in maintaining control.


	Marxist – deceit is involved and order is suppressive

Order is based on agreement rather than force or deceit 

	Individual and the Society –Socialization 
	Society shapes the individual and dictates his behaviour through the socialization process

Homo duplex 
	Society shapes the individual and dictates his behaviour through the socialization process
	Individual is transformed into ways that benefit himself and the entire society

Do not give allow for agency on the part of the individual
	Transformation into a social being benefits only the ruling class.  

	Social Change
	Moving equilibrium 

Adaptation to the environment 

Usually smooth 

Evolutionary 
	Material dialectic

Based on the inevitable conflict in society 

Revolutionary and disruptive 


	Both see society as constantly changing 


	Functionalist see change as positive – increased adaptive capacity, but also peaceful

Marxist – change is only positive when it results in communism

Is disruptive 

Usually results in the replacement of one elite with another 


	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand the culture concept and its relationship with society as well as the individual.

	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Poem/stories using key words/terms 

· Role play 

· Diagrams 

· Discussion 

· Debates 

	Topic: Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

· Defining culture 
· Characteristics of culture 

· Functions of culture  
· Cultural processes 

· Ways of viewing Culture 


	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Demonstrate understanding of the characteristics of culture; 

· Appropriately use the concept in a variety of contexts; 

· Use illustrations to demonstrate a correct knowledge of the elements of culture; 

· Explain/outline how the various elements of culture are related; 

· Given the characteristics; identify different types of cultures and cultural groups;

· Describe the various ways in which individuals learn the culture of their societies; 

·  Assess through discussion and writing the importance of culture to the survival of a society;

· Explain how the individual, the society and the culture are related

· Define key terms related to culture and cultural process;
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts 

· Sociology for Caribbean Students.
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Activity 

1. Select students will read one of the definitions each after which the teacher will record it on the board. 

2. The same will be examined to determine how the term culture is being used and its consequent connotations. 

3. The definitions will then be collectively examined for common features in order to determine the characteristics of culture. 

What is culture?


· The arts, customs and habits that characterize a particular society or nation;

· The attitudes and behaviours that are characteristic of a particular social group or organization;

· Common beliefs or practices of a group of people.  The integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief and behaviour that depends on man’s capacity for learning and transmitting knowledge to succeeding generations.  

· Culture is the accumulated store of symbols, ideas and material products associated with a social system, whether it is an entire society or a smaller social group. 

· Quality in a person or society that arises from a concern for what is regarded as excellent in arts, letters and scholarly pursuits.  

· Development and improvement of the mind by training;

· The arts and other instances of human intellectual achievements regarded as a whole.  

· Recurrent accepted and expected ways of thinking or acting.  

Uses of the term culture

· Product

· Process 

· Way of life

· Social class differences (elite/high vs. mass and popular)

Elements of culture 

· Beliefs






· Values 

· Norms 

· Folkways 

· Mores 

· Laws 

· Taboos 

· Rituals 

· Symbols 

· Language 

Activity – Use a diagram to illustrate how the elements of culture are related.  

Explore – Why is identity (personal, national and regional) a problematic issue for Caribbean people.  

Identity is a sense of belonging constructed and negotiated in relation to a larger group or context e.g. ones family, ethnic group or nation. An individual’s conception of his/her self in relation to all social groups in which/from which he/she is included and excluded. 

The sense and continuity of self- begins as a child related to family, friends, community etc. 

The collective aspect of the set of characteristics by which a thing is definitively recognizable or known

The set of behavioural/personal characteristics by which an individual is recognizable as a member of a group
Characteristics of culture 

· Satisfies basic human needs 

· Learned 

· Symbolic

· Consists of traits and  patterns 

· Mutually constructed 

· Taken for granted

How are culture and Society Related?  
1. Geographical perspective- Society is the pattern that emerges and defines a group as they adapt to a defined geographical space. Culture in this sense is in principle the same as society/the patterns that emerge.

2. Historically - Ways of life are segmented into topics such as politics, religious organization, economic activities etc.  Each set of activity it is assumed is shaped by the social formation or pattern which dominates each period of society. 

3. Anthropologically – A society is essentially a cultural group. The culture embodies the effort of humans to survive and interact. This includes their material culture and non-material culture. 

See page 53 of J Mohammed for portrayals of Caribbean society. 

The key area of overlap between society and culture is ‘values’; values underline the intangible social institutions which form the backbone of society as well as underlie much of our tangible culture as well as our norms/behaviour (culture). 

Activity 

Show how your understanding and experience of culture and society in the Caribbean have influenced the choices you have made in any two of the following areas. 

a. Education 

b. Friends and social activities 

c. Religion

Cultural Processes/change 

· Erasure – loss of aspects or traits in a culture; usually replaced by more modern alternatives 

· Retention – maintenance of a trait particularly in the face of more dominant alternatives 

· Renewal – deliberate revival of a cultural practice 

Other Key Terms 

Multiculturalism 

· Assimilation 

· Diffusion 

· Acculturation 

· Transculturation

Ways of viewing culture 

· Culture shock 

· Ethnocentrism 

· Cultural relativism 

Activity – Role Play (pairs)
Use role play or any other creative means to demonstrate the meanings of the following terms:

· Cultural erasure

· Cultural diffusion 

· Cultural relativism

· Ethnocentrism

· Culture shock 

· Cultural lag 

· Acculturation 

· Assimilation

· Social change 

· Invention

· Innovation 

· Enculturation 

	Lesson #:   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand the complexities of defining the Caribbean and its implications for culture, society and identity.  
	Methods/Activities:
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Discussion 

Debate 

Think/pair/share



	Topic: Locating and Defining the Caribbean 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

· Geographical location of the Caribbean 

· Territories and sub-regions 

· Relative position of the region 

· Geological, geographical, political, historical and working definition of the Caribbean.     
· Challenges posed by geography and history to regional unity
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Given a map, students should be able to;

· Locate countries of the region based on the political, geographical, geological and historical definitions of the region;

· Appreciate the difficulties involved in defining the Caribbean;

· Identify the various sub-regions of the region;

· Define the region using in their own words based on the four understandings of the term Caribbean and their own perspectives; 

· Assess how perception and experience of the Caribbean affects identity
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 



	Additional Readings 

· Blake, B. (1999). Geography, Culture, History and Identity: Assets for Economic Integration. In Benn, & Hall, K. (2000). (Eds.) Contending with Destiny  

· Girvan, N. (1999). Creating and recreating the Caribbean.    

· Potter, R.B., Barker, D., Conway, D. & Klak, T. (2004). The Contemporary Caribbean. Place, Pearson Education Limited.  

· Hillman, s. (ED). (2003). Introduction.  Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.  
· Boswell, T.D.  (2003). The Caribbean: a Geographic preface. In “Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean”.  

· Baranov, D. & Yelvington, K.A. Ethnicity, Race, Class and Nationality. In Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.   


Activity 
Students will be placed into four groups to complete the following tasks:

1. Find the lines of latitude and longitude along which the area considered is located. 

2. Make a list of the countries that fall within these lines and place them into the following categories:

1. Typical Caribbean countries 

2. Countries within the coordinates that are not typically considered as Caribbean countries. 

3. Make a third list of countries that are typically seen as Caribbean countries but which do not fall within the stated lines of latitude and longitude. 

4. Examine the assigned definition of the Caribbean and determine its strengths and weaknesses. 

5. Present your findings and participate in the discussion that will follow. 

Locating and Defining the Caribbean 

Geography 

Key terms 

· Archipelago 

· Isthmus 

· Subterranean 

Caribbean Basin –

“Serves as a land bridge between the North and South America with East West stretch of almost 3000 km and a north south reach of approximately 1500km”  (10% land )

“All the areas washed by the Caribbean Sea, whether in part or fully surrounded.”  

Caribbean Sea – “area of about 1.02 million square miles between 9 & 22 degrees north and 60 to 89 degrees west”

Area stretching from 60 degrees west to 90 degrees west and or from near the equator 5 degrees north to 25 – 30 degrees north. 

 Boundaries 

South – coasts of Venezuela, Columbia and Panama 

West – Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Belize and Mexico

North – Greater Antilles

East – Lesser Antilles chain of islands 

Tropics 

· 5 degrees to 23 (23.5) degrees north

· 10 degrees to 90 degrees west 

Activities 

Students examine the map and make a list of all countries included and compare to common knowledge about countries considered to be Caribbean.

Included:
Haiti 

Dominican Republic 

Martinique 

Cayman 

Belize 

Guadeloupe 

Jamaica 

Cuba 

Grenada 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

St. Lucia 

Dominica 

St. Kitts and Nevis 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Aruba and Netherland Antilles 

Puerto Rico

Oddities 

Columbia 

Venezuela 

Panama 

Costa Rica 

Nicaragua

Honduras

Guatemala 

Mexico 

Excluded 

The Bahamas

Bermuda 

Guyana 

Suriname 

Barbados 

French Guiana 
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Geological 

Those countries found on the Caribbean plate. (Activity is the same as above).   
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Included oddities 

· Honduras 

· Nicaragua 

· El Salvador 

· Puerto Rico 

Noteworthy exclusions 

· Cuba 

· Aruba 

· The Bahamas 

· Netherland Antilles 

· Guyana 

· Suriname 

· Trinidad

· The Cayman Islands 

Limitations 

Both the geological and geographical definitions are unable to address issues of common identity and history. It however identifies a region with broadly similar territories in terms of climate, weather and physical/natural resources.    

Historical Definition 

· Group of countries that share common historical experiences especially through colonization and slavery as well as a particular experience of colonialism.

· Historically, the region can be divided into four historical and cultural spheres:

· Spanish 

· French – francophone 

· Dutch 

· English – Anglophone 

These areas share a common bond based defined by their experience with their alternate colonizers. Differences are this seen in official languages, major religions and political ideas and institutions among other aspects of their cultures.  

It must be noted that similar processes took place in the eastern world, Central America and North America. However, the Caribbean experienced a rather harsh form of slavery and colonialism; it was more economically viable and essentially Caribbean islands served a purely economic purpose. Also, these colonies did not benefit from a large resident white population.  

Political Definitions/approaches 

· Membership of regional political/economic organizations 

· CARICOM – insular Caribbean 

· OECS – Eastern Caribbean states

· ACS – broader concept including all countries of Central America, plus Mexico and Panama, and South American countries (Columbia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and Cayenne); countries and territories in and around the Caribbean sea including Bahamas & Barbados  

· WIF

· Political institutions and organization of government 

· Independent 

· Associate states

· Dependencies 

Historical Definition 

· Group of countries that share common historical experiences especially through colonization and slavery as well as a particular experience of colonialism.

· Historically, the region can be divided into four historical and cultural spheres:

· Spanish 

· French – francophone 

· Dutch 

· English – Anglophone 

These areas share a common bond based defined by their experience with their alternate colonizers. Differences are this seen in official languages, major religions and political ideas and institutions among other aspects of their cultures.  

It must be noted that similar processes took place in the eastern world, Central America and North America. However, the Caribbean experienced a rather harsh form of slavery and colonialism; it was more economically viable and essentially Caribbean islands served a purely economic purpose. Also, these colonies did not benefit from a large resident white population.  

Political Definitions/approaches 

· Membership of regional political/economic organizations 

· CARICOM – insular Caribbean 

· OECS – Eastern Caribbean states

· ACS – broader concept including all countries of Central America, plus Mexico and Panama, and South American countries (Columbia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and Cayenne); countries and territories in and around the Caribbean sea including Bahamas & Barbados  

· WIF

· Political institutions and organization of government 

· Independent 

· Associate states

· Dependencies 

Activity 

Students work in four groups. 

Each group examines one definition of the Caribbean to determine its strengths and weaknesses as a tool for delineating what is Caribbean. 

	Evaluation of the definitions of the Caribbean

	Geographical and geological definitions

Strengths 

1. a Definitions are objective and easy to use.

2. They identify an area with similarities in climate, weather, physical resources, topography and vulnerability to similar meteorological and geological hazards. 

3. Both geographical and geological factors have helped to shape the culture and development outcomes territories in the defined region.

Weaknesses 

1. They are rigid definitions.

2. They ignore important cultural, political and historical factors that bind and or divide the people in and around their postulated boundaries of the region.

Historical Definition

Strengths 

1. It helps to identify a region in which shared and similar experiences have produced a fairly similar culture including inherited institutions, beliefs, attitudes and values.

Weaknesses 

1. Attempts to use the definition highlight significant differences and even divisions across the region such as language groupings and political groupings.

2. Other areas outside of the region such as Caribbean such as North America have experienced colonization and slavery and are largely populated by “transplanted” people.

Political Definitions

Strengths

2. This identifies a region with fairly similar or related socio-economic and political conditions and struggles.

3. Membership of various regional bodies suggests some willingness to cooperate as well similarities in strategic responses to global challenges.

Weaknesses 

1. It highlights the fact that not all the territories are independent and differences including the variety of government systems used across the region and selective membership in regional organizations.




Discussion

Key question

1. What essentially is Caribbean? What makes anything or anyone Caribbean? 

· The opportunity will be used to emphasize the importance of:

· Questioning even the taken for granted things that we have always known as an approach to Caribbean Studies;

· Applying multiple approaches and perspectives to understand concepts or constructs in Caribbean Studies;

· The importance of using evidence to support points or theories about phenomena discussed in Caribbean studies.

· Points to be highlighted include:

· The difficulty in defining the Caribbean parallels and is related to the difficulty of speaking to a Caribbean society and identity. (Students will be encouraged to consider the extent to which the countries generally accepted as Caribbean collectively reflect the characteristics of a society.)

· Our interaction with our neighbours including North America has been influenced by our location and other geographical features such as our size and resources available. 

· Our history has largely been influenced by geographical factors such as trade winds, physical resources and proximity to our colonizers and trading partners;

· Even as a whole group, the Caribbean is relatively small in comparison to its neighbours and those with whom it has to deal. 

· Our existence as a collection of islands, isthmuses, archipelagos and main land territories has contributed to our separateness and insularity.

· While we share a common history, our history may very well be the most divisive element in Caribbean society as reflected in language and political differences across the region. 

· Views about the Caribbean held by those outside of the region often differ from the views held by Caribbean people. 
· The geopolitical Caribbean is very important. 

· Its location significantly influences our history as central in the triangular trade and today has implications for trade and trade routes. It also has implications for the international drug trade; a fact which poses a challenge to local autonomy and the manning of our borders. 

· Necessarily, it affects our society and culture.

· It also has implications for our economic activities such as tourism, mining and agriculture.

· It defines our risks including economic, political and environmental. 
The attempt to define the region highlights the diversity of the region and its member countries in terms of their culture, history, political outlook, geography and geology.  This diversity is seen despite the proximity of these countries to each other and the views held by outsiders to the region.  

Activity 

6. Say which definition you think is the most suitable for delineating the Caribbean and then explain why you think it is most suitable.

7. Write what you think is a comprehensive definition of the Caribbean. 

	What it means to be Caribbean? What effects did Globalization have on the Caribbean identity?
   An apt description of the typical Caribbean is that he or she is part-African, part-European, part-Asian, part Native American but totally Caribbean; to understand this is to understand creative diversity”. 
   We speak of this region of some 30 million inhabitants as Hispanic Caribbean, Anglophone Caribbean, Francophone Caribbean, Dutch-speaking Caribbean, emphasizing by this hyphenation, a fragmentation which is the legacy of a heritage of separation and shattered identities. Yet, this has not posed any limitations on us as we go through that “awesome process of becoming”. We have survived the traumas of separation from the mother country as part of the slave trade and the indignity of the dehumanization of slavery through the use of that creative imagination resulting ‘in the germ of a culture which shares more in common than many would care to believe”. (Nettleford).
   Our political systems may differ but this is part of the dilemma of difference which is a manifestation of the complex process of diversity demanding of all of us in the region the capacity to build bridges across not only classes and races of people within countries of the region but also between zones of former imperial influences represented in the region through centuries of migration and continuing interaction through tourism, commercial transactions and professional contacts. 
   Having struggled for centuries with mastery of our diversity, we in the Caribbean have learnt to live together rather than merely side- by- side; but the communications technology revolution and tremendous improvement in travel facilities now dictate the urgent need for people to learn to live together, to deal with the dilemma of difference in ways that will serve to enhance the quality of life for the people of the region.
  In spite of differences, what we all seem to have in common is a full grasp of the power of cultural action in affording a sense of place and of purpose. Although many Caribbean countries achieved political independence in the decade of the 60s, issues of economic and cultural dependency have been acknowledged and written about extensively by Caribbean writers. Communication is seen as a significant locus of struggle in which the people of the Caribbean seek to assert independent cultural identities within the context of external domination. The struggle is played out in the arenas of popular culture in which individuals and communities seek to make legitimate, local cultural practices within the context of domination by imported cultural forms, and mass communications, in which individuals, communities and nation states strive for access to media technologies and channels.
   The Caribbean, forms part of the developing world, commonly referred to as the Third World, and therefore, according to Rex Nettleford, ‘makes it the actual victim and /or potential beneficiary of the new style globalization’.
   This phenomenon called Globalization, is in fact a combination of the free exchange of goods, services and capital and is characterized by three essential factors: the extent of the economic freedom phenomenon sweeping across the whole world, the increase in technological innovation, especially in the communications field and the interdependence between the different factors. While the countries of the world are indeed separated by clearly defined boundaries thus emphasizing their territoriality, identity and nationality, in reality these frontiers are becoming less significant with globalization. This overwhelming process has led to standardized approaches to production processes thus bringing homogenization so far that even customs and habits are affected
   Technological progress in the communications field has produced the most spectacular and visible features of globalization. It is all about an integrated communications network which affects ideological living and the political and cultural conditions of all societies, an aspect of the phenomenon often overlooked as we focus on the economic process. 
   In the cultural sphere globalization produces two contradictory phenomena: standardization and diversification. We have standardization of eating habits, dress and cultural products resulting in growing similarities in the living conditions of societies. On the other hand, diversification strives to preserve the multiple facets of society by promoting access to the diverse features of world heritage. Moreover, faced with the wave of homogenization of lifestyles, communications, language and cultures there is resistance in the economic and political field, as in the cultural field, to preserve identities and defend the rights of minorities. 
   Nettleford is of the view that like imperialism before, globalization in its cultural dimension is likely to fail, for the natural antidote to the poison of homogenization, which is what cultural globalization threatens, is the retreat to areas of specificity where people feel secure because they control the processes that make them viable. This is in reference to such areas as religion, the arts and private philosophies about self and society. Caribbean society, he writes, retreated to these areas with rich results in religious expressions and the creative arts (visual and performing) as well as home-spun philosophy to be found in their oral literature which houses the collective wisdom of the ordinary people. Carolyn Cooper (1995), specifically locates reggae music within the framework of cultural resistance because of its longtime association with the Jamaican underclass and history of suppression by bourgeois cultural institutions. Resistance, it must be highlighted, is a recurring theme in a number of reggae songs. 
   But it is to the technological dimension of globalization and its effect on Caribbean culture/identity that I want to return. Global society and international politics have been transformed by developments in telecommunications technology which have revolutionized the speed and conduct of all aspects of global interaction, political, social, and economic with the potential to change irrevocably, all aspects of human life.
   It is culture that binds societies together and ensures that social interaction is practised on the basis of commonly accepted norms and behaviour patterns. The accompanying homogenization of ideas and behaviour patterns reduce cultural diversity particularly evident in the youth who are the most exposed to global media, and who consequently exhibit a remarkable sameness in taste and consumption patterns. We cannot insulate ourselves against the media and further integration into a global culture but we do not have to succumb to an homogenous global culture. 
   The Caribbean region has been continuously exposed to international media in the form of books, magazines, periodicals, radio broadcasts and in more recent times, a bombardment of television channels, particularly those originating from the USA and transmitted by satellite technology. Indeed, we find that events in distant locations are often more readily available on television in the Caribbean than information originating in our own rural areas or neighbouring regional capitals.
   This has had a profound effect on Caribbean lifestyles, consumer habits with a corresponding threat to Caribbean identity, as by osmosis, external influences begin to permeate all aspects of life and threaten the uniqueness of Caribbean identity. The danger posed is that of a society even more fragmented by externally acquired behaviour patterns and cultures.
   The vast majority of electronically transmitted material, writes Aggrey Brown of CARIMAC, is made up of entertainment- the vehicle for advertising messages- the bulk of it originating in the USA. Studies conducted in the Caribbean by Hosein and Brown respectively in the mid 70s and 80s revealed that an average of over 70% of television programmes transmitted in the region originate from outside the region; as of the early 90s Latin America and the Caribbean together were found to account for approximately 10% of the world’s television audience.
Consumer choice in the CARICOM region is determined by a number of factors which include the region’s proximity to North America which permits easy access to domestic satellite transmissions; the sharing of a common language and by extension, culture in its narrow sense; the ease of travel between North America and CARICOM also has had an impact on the consumption of media technologies in the region. Tourism as a major industry in the region facilitates further interaction with Americans and since many West Indians live in the USA, linkages are further personalized.
   There has been much debate in international fora, in academia and among media professionals over the question of the potential threat to indigenous Caribbean culture by the unprecedented global penetration of the new media technologies resulting from the enormous capacities for information access, transmission and retrieval, referred to by Rex Nettleford as ‘the hijacking of the region’s media, the invasion of the Caribbean people’s intellectual space and the cultural bombardment of the entire region by every means possible from North America….’.
   Some researchers have challenged the idea that the media are agents of domination and that locally produced programmes can and do exceed the popularity of the imported programmes. Others have argued that it is mainly the elite in the developing world who had access to foreign media; this however, has been countered that it is the elite who determine policy hence would be at the greatest risk as Nettleford argues, “ of cultural conditioning away from a national or regional ‘sensibility”.
   It has also been argued that there is evidence in the Caribbean that the imbalanced flow of cultural products from the North has been countered to some degree by the success of Caribbean music with overseas audiences (Dunn), most notable reggae an calypso (Nettleford,McCann).
   Hilary Brown in her article on American Media Impact on Jamaican Youth: The Cultural Dependency Thesis, reports on a study around the question of whether the Jamaican Youth are the subject of a massive cultural assault from the unending flow of American television, magazines, books, films and music which bombard them daily. Here, culture was defined as ‘ a learned system of meaning and symbolizing which defines the unique identity of a people’.
   Brown describes certain trends which were identified in Jamaica as evidence of cultural dependency: the desire to emigrate to the USA among certain groups in the society, the brain drain among the professional classes, the demand for consumer products not realizable for many in the context of a developing country and the extreme popularity of the day time soap operas. In addition, there is the tendency of those who work in the tourist industry to imitate the American accent, the love of American music among the upper and middle classes, and the disdain for local traditions.
   This is within the context of the fact that the media in Jamaica and the rest of the Caribbean have a history of foreign ownership which goes back to the days of colonialism. This introduction of the media by external forces resulted in the adoption of radio and TV technology with its reliance on commercial enterprises for revenue which are not in abundance in most of the Caribbean countries. So without the productive capacity and resources it is almost impossible to get out of the cycle of dependency.
   Despite the region’s rich cultural heritage which does fuel a thriving theatre industry, certainly in Jamaica, there are still factors such as high local production costs as against the cheaper foreign import, limited resources and the lack of an industry which would keep producers and talent gainfully employed.
   The findings of the study supported the urgent need for more culturally relevant media products for consumption by the people of the region and in particular, the youth. The images shown are irrelevant to the Caribbean reality and the region’s media are not fulfilling the storytelling function which will contribute according to Nettleford, ‘ to cultural certitude, continuity and survival in language, religion, kinship patterns, ethnicity and artistic manifestations’.
   Nettleford contends that the network of national television and radio stations throughout Africa, the Caribbean and the Americas need to propagate material created by African people about African people so that ‘the people of Africa and the Diaspora can interpret themselves faithfully to themselves and to the rest of the world.’ He points out further that even the US has understood the urgency of creating and projecting its own expressive cultural forms.
   In some third world countries the leaders have expressed concerns about national identity and cultural sensitivity in the face of the emergence of the new technology, mainly in the form of satellite television. The complaint is that US cultural and political influence globally has gained strength from the dominance of American programmes in their countries. It was against this background that a study was undertaken in Trinidad and Tobago to assess the Americanization of the youth of this twin-island Republic.
   Trinidad and Tobago was the first country in the English-speaking Caribbean to have introduced television technology, with one television station in 1962, to provide public service information, education and entertainment. Along with some local information, education and entertainment, programming has been dominated by American programmes. With three television stations now, the availability of American fare is even more significant. Studies (Skinner) have revealed that television viewing in Trinidad and Tobago is positively related to US values, appeal, dependency and appreciation.
   William Demas is reported to have made the observation that the Caribbean has a rich treasure of not only cultural heritage but also cultural achievement; however, more and more of the region’s cultural identity was being undermined by foreign programmes, many of which were of an extraordinarily poor quality, with a negative impact on the societies.
   Lynette Lashley reporting on the study carried out in Trinidad and Tobago concluded that there is a fairly deep influence of American entertainment programming on the Trinidadian youth. The youth longed to live the life as seen on American TV. In response to the argument for more locally produced fare it was said that it would not make much economic sense; economics explains the deluge of American programming in Trinidad and Tobago.
   Yet, some of these technologies can offer important opportunities to address productivity, as well as the developmental and communication needs of our people. Technological applications in the provision of distance education and the availability of inter-active self-teaching facilities can enhance the quality of life in our societies.
   In addition, the communication technology revolution has served to intensify and expand the influence of Caribbean music, notably reggae. Jamaican music, says Nettleford, has always been competitive. Reggae is part of the vocabulary of every working pop musician. Whether it is Harry Belafonte with his version of ‘island music’ or Jimmy Cliff, Peter Tosh, and of course. Bob Marley, music from the Caribbean has always dominated the airwaves. He says further that, Jamaican music has had a chance to test its mettle and develop myriad variations not only in the beat but also with enough social message to stir on the people of Zimbabwe and of South Africa to freedom. This, he writes, reflects part of both the globalizing phenomenon of the present and the future as well as the countervailing retreat into the specificity of individual and group experience.
   Along with the international success of the reggae, a reggae category is now included in the prestigious American Grammy Awards, is the development of the only 20th century musical instrument, the steel pan, a significant cultural milestone, in the early 1940s in Trinidad and Tobago. Jamaica’s annual Reggae Sunsplash and Trinidad and Tobago’s annual Carnival attract thousands of visitors from all over the world and the region’s artists, novelists and poets receive international acclaim for excellence in their respective fields. So, if Caribbean culture is in fact demonstrating resilience in the face of adversity/competition, then it seems only appropriate that the media should seek to reinforce it.


 
Impact of History on Caribbean Society and Culture - Introduction 

Main objective – To introduce students to the general purpose of examining Caribbean history and familiarizing students with aspects of Caribbean history to be explored

1. Defining History – Question and Answer 

2. Identifying major historical events in the Caribbean – question and answer 

3. After these are identified they will be classified according to the major themes into which Caribbean history has been divided in this course. These are migration, genocide and oppression and resistance and resilience. 

4. Impact of History on Caribbean society and culture – brief lecture and discussion 

Points to note:

· Our examination of Caribbean history is not simply to increase our knowledge thereof, but to further our understanding of how past events have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture. 

· Key aspects of society and culture which are to be considered include:

· Cultural diversity - 
This is variation in cultural traits in a society or region resulting from factors such as 


multiple ethnic groups, migration, geography, and globalisation. For us our history of 


migration has led to the ethnic plurality that is mostly responsible for cultural 



diversity in the region.

· Hybridization - 
This speaks to an inevitable result of cultural diversity and ethnic diversity. Different terms are used to denote hybridization in different elements. 

1. Race – Miscegenation – pigmentocracy (continuum of colour which influences status or position in a social hierarchy) 

2. Religion – Syncretic 

3. Language – Creole 

· Social stratification – This is the grouping and ranking of persons or groups in society on the basis of



 shared values such as wealth, power and prestige/ our history has had a major 



influence in establishing the inequalities that are present in our society, the criteria 


used to rank members of society and the opportunities available for social mobility. 

Homework 
Evidence of Cultural Diversity 

Cultural diversity is seen in our music, language, political structure, food, dress, symbols, etc. 

Activity 

For each cultural trait listed in the left column of the table below, identify four variations found. For each variation identified, name one country in which it is found. 

	Cultural Trait 
	Evidence of diversity 

	Language 
	

	Religion  
	

	Political Organization 
	

	Food 
	

	Music   
	

	Folklore 
	

	Comment 


CHARACTERISTICS OF CARIBBEAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE 
	Lesson #:seven        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand the causes and challenges presented by cultural diversity and guide them in identifying and assessing useful ways in which the phenomenon may be dealt with.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Music/movies 

· Power point 

· Use story/poem/role play to illustrate meaning of key terms; 

· Debates – models 

	Topic: Characteristics of Caribbean Society and Culture  
	
	

	Subtopic:  Cultural Diversity 
· Definition and evidence of cultural diversity

· Interpreting cultural diversity/Portrayals of Caribbean culture and society  

· Coping with cultural diversity 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Correctly use concepts and processes related to cultural diversity; 

· Describe cultural similarities and differences areas of politics, language, religion and creative expression as seen across the region; 

· Account for the racial, ethnic/cultural diversity and plurality of the Caribbean region;

· Evaluate the impact of cultural diversity on Caribbean society and culture; 

· Outline the main ideas of the plural society, creole society and the plantation society models of Caribbean society and culture/apply the models of Caribbean society to an understanding of cultural diversity; 

· Assess the applicability and comparative value of the plural society, creole society and the plantation society models of Caribbean society and culture; - cultural diversity, hybridization and social stratification;

· Determine the likelihood of Caribbean unity implied by each model of Caribbean society and culture;

· Derive suitable strategies for Caribbean unity and survival based on the models. 

· Suggest/evaluate strategies for capitalizing on Caribbean cultural diversity. 
	Resource Materials:

Handouts 

Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach

Sociology for Caribbean Students. 


CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Sources of cultural diversity 

· History of European colonization – introduced French, English, Dutch, Spanish and other European influences to different part of the Caribbean. 

· Geographical composition

· Migration 

· Globalization 

Manifestations of cultural diversity 
Seen in music, language, political structure, food, dress, symbols, etc. 

Commonalities 

· Heavy dependence on agriculture 

· Struggle for independence 

· Eurocentricism and foreign-mindedness  

· Insularity 

· Value for education as well as family and kinship 

· Multi-ethnic and racial composition

· Preference for informality

· Official language and religion of former colonizers 

Language is critical because it reflects how people think and understand their world. The difficulty is not so much with the words mean and pronunciation but with the meanings of the words to the users. 

Political differences are also critical (though not insurmountable). Governments reflect the goals and values of a society and there are also differences in their national goals. In this light, unity and cooperation are difficult.  

Membership and relative success of regional bodies illustrate the difficulties created by political and language differences.  However, consider the United States of America, a federation of somewhat radically different states. Also consider the European Union.

Note that today much of the diversity within each country is based on socio-economic differences rather than ethnic differences. 

The dominance of European values and culture must not be taken for granted either. 
Activity 

Using examples, the students will identify the various sources and related evidence of their contribution of these sources to cultural diversity in the region. 
	Sources 
	Evidence/Examples of commonalities 
	Evidence/Examples of diversity 

	History 

Colonialism 

(slavery, indentureship, independence )
	· Government and politics

· Languages

· Music 

· Food, dress

· Religion 
	· Government and politics

· Languages

· Music 

· Food, dress

· Religion 

	Globalization 

- Imigrration

-Trade and travel

- Technology 
	Music, dress, food, religion, economic activities and methods,
	Music, dress, food, religion, economic activities and methods,

	Geography/geology 
	Economic activities, land use patterns (residential and industrial), food, art
	Economic activities, land use patterns (residential and industrial), food, art


Effects of Cultural Diversity

	Positive 
	Negative 

	· Rich culture forms the basis of lucrative tourism product;

· Cultural relativism due to exposure multiple cultures;

· Creates a strong sense of patriotism

· Openness to different strategies and new things;

· Awareness of cultural heritage
	· May increase of intensify competition between ethnic groups;

· Insularity and narrow mindedness 

· Ethnocentrism

· Cultural displacement  

· The “us and them” syndrome
· Issues with identity ( national and ethnic)


Either can happen. 

Other effects include:

· People learn from early to accommodate and cope with differences

· Cultural diversity adds to the complexity of society. the difficulties faced with representing differences on a national level lend themselves to discrimination and discontent

· It becomes easier and more likely for new forms of cultural expression to emerge.  

· These societies are described as fragile. 
Models/portrayals of Caribbean cultural diversity
Plural society model 

·  Cultural diversity is seen as divisive – divisions are sustained as individuals participate in their own cultural institutions. 

· It has the potential to create instability in society as it prevents social order based on value consensus

· Culture itself is not dynamic and has the potential to remain static over long periods.

Creole Society Model
· Diversity fosters dynamism, change and cultural creativity

· Cultural diversity may underlie social divisions or social stratification systems as some cultural forms are superior to others – reinforced ideas of European superiority.   

Generally 

Cultural diversity may either be seen as divisive and lending itself to the social instability, or facilitating the origin and development of a rich cultural heritage.
Particularistic VS Universalistic 

Plantation System and dependency in the contemporary Caribbean 

George Beckford’s Plantation Society Model - 1983
1. The plantation system operated as a total institution – both socially and economically.

2. Defining features of the plantation system as an economic system include:

a. It was a total institution;

b. It was premised on cheap or forced labour (chattel slavery or indentureship;

c. Large scale production of one major crop (monocrop agriculture) for export ;

d. Ideological control of labour force.  

3. The plantation system led to the development of a plantation society in the Caribbean. George Beckford describes plantation societies as “those countries where the internal and external dimensions of the plantation system dominate the country’s economic, social and political structure and its relations with the rest of the world”.  They are characterized by rigidly stratified systems of social and economic relations enforced on plantations in the Americas. The form of social relations that develop where the plantation was the major economic and social institution. 
Major features of the Plantation Society 

1. Social life 

a. Stratification system based on gradations of colour and race; 

b. Legal restrictions on the social lives of labourers;

c. Ideas of racial superiority and inferiority. 

d. Total institution – geared at the resocialization of its members

2. Demographic 

a. Typically, these societies are multi-racial;

b. Proportions of different racial groups in each country differ due to differences in colonial powers, and differences in the response of both planters and slaves to emancipation as well as competition from other sugar producers.  

c. Generally, there are more blacks in each territory with a few exceptions where Indians are present in very large numbers.  

d. Miscegenation – creation of new racial groups (racial hybridization) 

3. Economy 

a. Monocrop agriculture 

b. Export 

c. Dependence on foreign capital and enterprise;

d. Dependence on foreign markets for goods

4. Political 

a. Lack of democratic tradition;

b. Dependence; 

c. Great influence of international concerns on local policies. 

5. Cultural 

a. Cultural hybridization or creolization;

b. Ranking of cultures and ethnic groups; 

c. Cultural diversity 

The cultural situation resulting can be explained in terms of “Plural society “model or the “Creole Society” model.  

Essentially, George Beckford argues that the plantation system has shaped Caribbean society then and continues to influence the structure of Caribbean societies today in terms of its government, social structure, culture, economy and demography.

SEE POWER POINT PRESENTATION ON MODELS OF CARIBBEAN SOCIETY (SY26B)

Activity 1
Present three properly developed points to either support or refute George Beckford’s Claim.

Activity 2 

Draw models/diagrams to represent your understanding of the models of Caribbean society and culture. 

Activity 3
1. Assess the statement; “There is not one Caribbean culture but many cultures.
2. To what extent do Caribbean people in Diaspora still belong to Caribbean society? 
Cultural Diversity - Debates 
1. Geographic and geological factors have so far been the most instrumental factor creating and maintaining cultural diversity in the region.  

2. Given the political and language differences between the countries of the region, a single Caribbean society and culture is inconceivable.                                                                                                                                       OR     The Caribbean is a region where cultural differences far outweigh any commonalities that may exist.   

3. Cultural diversity is more harmful than it is beneficial to Caribbean society.  

4. The Plural Society model by Michael Garfield Smith offers a better explanation for cultural diversity in the region than the various strains of the Creole Society model.

Essay writing activity 

Instruct students to: 
1. Read the essay question; 

2. Interpret the question;

a. Identify the subject of the essay;

b. Identify the key verb – explain how the subject is to be treated; 

3. Make a list of all the types of information they will need in order to answer the question (terms, theories, issues/factors to be addressed, examples, etc.);

4. Describe the standard by which they will evaluate the points presented in the essay;

5. Write the essay 

Essay Questions 

1. Show how your understanding of society and culture in the Caribbean has influenced the culture in the choices you have made in one of the following areas: 

a. Education 

b. Friends and social activities

c. Religion

2. Using examples from the Caribbean, explain two of the following concepts:

a. Cultural erasure 

b. Cultural retention 

c. Cultural renewal 

3. Examine the extent to which one can speak of Caribbean culture and identity. 

4. Discuss the complexity of the cultural concept by analysing two portrayals of Caribbean society and culture. 

5. “Creolization leads to the development of new cultures.”





 Evaluate this point of view using examples of religion, language and music in Caribbean culture and society,  

Test 
WOLMER’S TRUST HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

CARIBBEAN STUDIES 

Name 










Date

Section one 

1. Define the following terms in your own words and with the aid of examples. (20 marks)

a. Social stratification 

b. Enculturation 

c. Society 

d. Status 

e. Cultural relativism 

f. Assimilation

g. Cultural lag 

h. Acculturation 

i. Creolization 

j. Cultural pluralism 












2 marks each 

2. Using illustrations, elaborate on the following ideas: (15 marks)

a. Cultural diversity is a divisive force in the Caribbean.

b. There is no fixed definition of the Caribbean.

c. The contemporary Caribbean is not much more than a collection of plantation societies.  

5 marks each 

Section two 

Read the following information carefully before answering the questions that follow.

1. You wish to investigate ONE of the following issues in your community:

· Non-Governmental Organisations and Family Life

· Female Attitudes to Sports 

· Women in Politics

2. Write a description of how you would conduct this investigation, by using the headings provided below and answering the questions that follow. 

INTRODUCTION

3. List ONE general and THREE specific objectives of your study.


5 marks 

4. In no more than TEN lines, write a statement of the problem for this study. The statement should include the nature and scope of the problem and the rationale for your study. 

3 marks 

5.    Suggest a title for your study with reference to your general objective. 

2 marks 

N.B.     A title should be no more than FIFTEEN words in length, highlighting the key variables of the study. 


(i)     Explain why a literature review is important in a study. 




5 marks 

(ii)    Describe how you would conduct your literature review. 




5 marks 





TOTAL 20 marks 

	Lesson #:      
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand the nature, causes and challenges presented by Social stratification and guide them in identifying and assessing useful ways in which the phenomenon may be dealt with.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Worksheet  

· Debates – models (applicability)

	Topic: Characteristics of Caribbean Society and Culture  
	
	

	Subtopic:  Social  Stratification  
· Definition and types

· Theoretical perspectives 

· Key concepts in Caribbean stratification

· Sources and development of Caribbean stratification systems

Social mobility 

· Facilitating factors then and now 

Social Mobility 

· Challenges/hindrances to social mobility in the region
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Use illustrations to demonstrate the characteristics of different types of social stratification systems;

· Use a timeline or other media to trace changes in/the evolution of Caribbean stratification systems; 

· Given scenarios, group persons according to their social strata in given stratification systems;

· Evaluate how given factors (independence and government, education, race, colour and wealth) have contributed to social mobility in the Caribbean; 

· Evaluate the contributions of social stratification systems to Caribbean society and culture and the consequent applicability of perspectives on social stratification; 

· Evaluate the major factors limiting social mobility in the  Caribbean (including the legacy of colonialism and slavery)

· Through debates, determine the effectiveness of the models of Caribbean society and culture as explanations of social stratification. 
	Resource Materials:

· Handouts-  Handout - Stages in the development of Social Stratification in the Caribbean

· Concept map – Social Stratification
· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach

· Sociology for Caribbean Students. 

	Additional Readings 
Gordon, D. (1988). Race, Class and social mobility in Jamaica. Publishing information 

Stone, C.  Democracy and clientelism in Jamaica

Social stratification – concept map 

Potter, R.B., Barker, D., Conway, D. & Klak, T. (2004). The Contemporary Caribbean.


Social Stratification 

What is social Stratification?

· Social stratification is the process/practice of ranking categories of people in a hierarchy of classes based on criteria deemed important in that society.  

Factors used to stratify groups

Ascribed 

Factors fixed at birth which when used result in closed stratification systems; that is, stratification systems in which social mobility is impossible or very limited.  

· Race 

· Gender 

· Colour 

· Age 

· Ethnicity 

Achieved 

Factors or status acquired on the basis of effort and which can be changed.  When used to stratify, then social mobility becomes possible. 

· Marriage 

· Occupation 

· Education 
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The dominant factors used to stratify results in different types of systems. These include:
· Slavery/caste – closed systems of stratification 

· Class – open system of stratification 

Social Stratification in the Caribbean – Insert page with pyramids 
Theoretical Perspectives 
	Structural functionalist 
	Conflict Perspective 

	Basis 

· Based on value consensus 

· Is inevitable 

· Unites people based on shared values 

Function 

· Role allocation – roles are filled and effectively executed by the most qualified persons

· Influenced by the functional importance of the roles

· Offers higher rewards for the more functionally important jobs; motivates the capable person take on the job (differential rewards)
	Two tiered system – bourgeoisie and proletariat  
· Bourgeoisie – owners of the wealth- the powerful in society (superstructure and infrastructure) 

· Proletariat – non-owners and subject group- sell labour to bourgeoisie

· underpinned by ideological mechanisms 

· inevitable in non-communist settings 

Function 

· Maintains the status quo



	Max Weber 
· Class is about market situation 

· In addition, persons may be ranked into status groups, classes and/or parties 


Social stratification 

a. Explain what criterion was used to rank the various social groups in plantation society during slavery.

b. Slavery has been described as a ‘closed’ system of social stratification. Explain what this means. 

c. Draw a well-labelled diagram to depict social stratification in plantation society around the 1830’s. 

d. After emancipation, what were the criteria used to stratify the population? 

Social Stratification

Complete the following table based on your reading and knowledge of stratification systems in the Caribbean.  30 marks
	Characteristics of Social Stratification 
	Stratification system

	
	Slavery 
	Class  

	Factors used to stratify (Classify factors listed as either ascribed or achieved.) 2 marks
	
	

	Type of system 1 mark 
	
	

	Supporting ideology 

2 marks 
	
	

	Names of resulting strata 1 mark 
	
	

	Factors influencing mobility 3marks 
	Colour, marriage, manumission 
	Nepotism, capitalism, capitalism, skills training, economic policy 

	Factors leading to change in stratification system in the Caribbean 3marks 
	Move from plantation system/slavery to capitalism 

Availability of education 

Globalization – standards, efficiency, emphasis on technology

Humanitarian activities 

	Image of pyramid 6 marks 
	
	

	Positive effects on the society 6 marks 

(Theory may be applied)

 
	Order
Efficiency regarding labour 

Ideal for plantation system – based on free or cheap labour 

Clear distinction between strata, clear lines of authority
	Motivation – reward for effort 
Efficiency and motivation 

Linked to education 

Ideal for capitalist economies 



	Negative effects on the society 6 marks 

(Theory may be applied)
	Cultural pluralism 
Demotivation 

Order is always tentative, vulnerable 

Fosters inequality and exploitation 

Inferiority complexes 

Stifles talent 

Encourages hostility, superstition and distrust 
	Demotivates 
Lack of meritocracy in practice 

Nepotism and other forms of biases 




Activity – debate the functional importance of social stratification systems in Caribbean societies.  

Contemporary Caribbean social stratification systems

· Open system 

· Importance of achieved status influenced by capitalism and industrialism – processes which demand efficiency which can be best achieved by employing qualified persons.  In this setting, education and training must be certified giving rise to importance of schools.  Also, giving differential rewards to differently qualified persons acts as motivation for persons to attain the highest possible levels of qualification which can make them more efficient. 

Social mobility 

This speaks to movement within a social hierarchy:

· Vertical mobility – upward or downward movement 

· Horizontal – movement across a stratum – change of jobs or geographical location which result in no significant changes in status or income. 

· Intergenerational mobility – one generation improves on status of the previous generation.

· Intra-generational mobility – where an individual changes his/her status within his/her lifetime. 

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim:  The teacher aims to help the students to understand the nature, causes and challenges presented by hybridization and guide them in identifying and assessing useful ways in which the phenomenon may be dealt with.
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 



	Topic: Characteristics of Caribbean Culture and Society  
	
	

	Subtopic: 

· Hybridization 


	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Explain the origin of hybrid groups such as douglas, mestizos and mulattos;

· Correctly use terms such as transculturaltion, interculturation and creole, erasure, retention and renewal;

· Evaluate the contribution of hybridization to cultural diversity and social stratification
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 




Mixtures and Syncretic Forms 

Different terms are used to denote hybridization in different elements. 

· Race – Miscegenation – pigmentocracy (continuum of colour which influences status or position in a social hierarchy) 

· Religion – Syncretic 

· Language – Creole 

Examples of Racial Categories in Spain in 18th century New Spain/Mexico 
· Spaniard + Indian

 = Mestizo 
· Mestizo + Spanish woman 
= Castizo 

· Castizo woman + Spaniard
 = Spaniard 

· Spanish woman + black woman 
= Mulatto 

· Spaniard + Mulatto woman
 = Morisco 

· Morisco Woman + Spaniard 
= Albino 

· Spaniard + Albino woman
 = Torna-atraas

Etc. 

French Caribbean – Degrees of Whiteness 

Offspring of 

· White and black 
= mulatto  ½ white 

· White and mulatto
 = quadroon 
¾ white 

· White and quadroon
 = octoroon 7/8 white 

· White and octoroon
 = mustee  15/16 white 

· White and mustee
 = musteephino  31/32 white 
· Black and mulatto
 = sambo ¼ white 

· Black and sambo
 = sambo 1/8 white 

· Black and sacatra
 = sambo 1/16 white 

Jamaica 
· Negro and white = mulatto 

· Negro and mulatto = sambo 

· Sambo and negro = negro 

mud negro = negro 

/16 white  white 

· in differnet 











































































latto and white = quadroon 
· quadroon and white = mustee

· mustee and white = musteephino 

· musteephino and white = white 

· link to social stratification and models of Caribbean society 
	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how various aspects of our history have and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and guide them in identifying and assessing useful ways in which the phenomenon may be dealt with.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· PPT

	Topic: Impact of Historical processes on Caribbean society and culture   
	
	

	Subtopic:  (introduction)
· Major periods of Caribbean history 

· Major processes/themes  common to each period 

· People/ethnic groups 

· Challenges characteristic of each period

· Significance of each period
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Determine the extent to which the region is a migratory region; 

· Assess the contributions of various migrant groups to Caribbean society and culture; 

· Evaluate the contributions of migration to the region;

· Use timelines to show the  use of various systems of production in the Caribbean;

·  Describe the legacy associated with each economic system implemented in the Caribbean;

· Assess the relative resilience of the various ethnic groups in the Caribbean; 

· Assess the contribution of the various ethnic groups in the region to Caribbean culture and development;

· Evaluate the ways in which our history slavery and colonialism have shaped the contemporary Caribbean culture and society (cultural diversity, social stratification, hybridization);
	Resource Materials:

· Handouts-“History, society and culture” 

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach



	Additional Readings 
· Baranov, D. & Yelvington, K.A. Ethnicity, Race, Class and Nationality. In Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.  
· Blake, B. (1999). Geography, Culture, History and Identity: Assets for Economic Integration. In Benn, D. & Hall, K. (2000). (Eds.) Contending with Destiny:


Impact of History on Caribbean society and culture

What is history?

Key periods of Caribbean history 

Major themes in Caribbean history

Group Assignment 
One –oppression, resistance and resilience 
Create, reproduce and explain a concept web covering the resistance to oppression offered by Caribbean over the four historical periods. The web must address the following:
· Difference between and examples of passive and active resistance; 

· Economic, social/cultural and political forms of resistance offered by Caribbean people over the four periods; 

· Evaluations of the effectiveness of different groups in resisting oppression

Create, reproduce and explain a concept web detailing the major migrations into the Caribbean over the four historical periods. The web must address the following:

· Types of migration

· The various groups of migrants 

· Why they came 

· Where they settled

· Contributions each group made to the region (economic, cultural, political, social)

· Emigration from the region 

· Popular destinations

· Push and pull factors 

· Contributions to extra-regional societies (economic, cultural, political, social)

Create, reproduce and explain a concept web and or timelines detailing the movement towards independence across the Caribbean (French, Spanish, English and Dutch). The web must address the following: 

· The difference between economic independence and political independence;

· Differences across the French, English, Dutch and Spanish Caribbean;

· Role of trade unions, and political parties; 

· Impact on Caribbean society and culture

Create, reproduce and explain a concept web detailing the economic systems which have shaped Caribbean society and culture over the four historical periods. The web must address the following: 
· Encomienda 

· Plantation system – slavery, indentureship 

· Legacy of each system (contribution to Caribbean society and culture 

Essays 
30 marks 
Discuss how economic life in the contemporary capitalist Caribbean society is influenced and affected by the encomienda and plantation systems. 

Outline the major migrations to the region and assess the ways in which they have affected Caribbean society and culture. 
“The Caribbean has a colonial past that is clearly at the root of its political diversity.” Discuss the extent to which this idea/statement is reflected in the road Caribbean nations have taken towards independence.

Examine and assess the various ways in which Caribbean people have responded to oppression throughout history.  

Activity 

1. True or False 

a. There are more examples of Taino material culture still in existence than its non-material culture. 

b. The culture of both the Tainos and the Europeans supported sustainable development practices.

c. Large numbers of Caribs are still to be found today in the islands of Dominica, St. Vincent, and Puerto Rico.

d. The dugout canoe plays a major role in contemporary society and culture in the Lesser Antilles. 

e. Caribs continue to respond to Columbus and the ‘encounter’. 

f. Norms and customs associated with European society and culture prevail in the contemporary Caribbean. 

g. Several Caribbean countries have stopped celebrating the ‘discovery’ of their land by Columbus. 

h. The ‘Indians’ were regarded as free persons by the Spanish Crown. 

i. The Carib people spoke an Arawakan language. 

j. Europeans were primarily interested in establishing plantations in the West Indies.  

2. European influences in the Caribbean 

a. Please answer the following questions based on the attached map. 

i. Locate using a suitable key or colour scheme:

1. TWO named French territories that are presently governed by France;

2. TWO other named Caribbean territories which the French did occupy for a long time.

b. For the TWO territories identified in 1 above, describe how they are governed.

c. For the TWO countries you identified in 2 above, indicate;

i. The last colonial power that ruled the countries;

ii. How society and culture today has been influenced in these territories by the French occupation. 

3. Using the following categories, summarize some examples that you feel best illustrate the influences of slavery on Caribbean life then (17th, 18th and early 19th century) and now (contemporary life in the Caribbean):

a. Economic 

b. Social 

c. Cultural 
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Complete the following table 

	Ethnic groups 
	Systems of production 
	Political and social oppression 
	Cultural oppression 
	Physical oppression 

	Amerindians 
	
	
	
	

	Europeans 
	
	
	
	

	African Slaves and ex-slaves 
	
	
	
	

	Indentured servants 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how migration has and continues to shape Caribbean society and culture. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· PPT

	Topic: Impact of Historical processes on Caribbean society and culture   - 

Migration 
	
	

	Subtopic:  
· Definition and types 

· Migrant groups in each period 

· Purpose for migrating 

· Settlement patterns and activities of migrant groups 

· Positive and negative contributions to and effects  Caribbean society and culture (for each group) 

· Note interest in relation to characteristics of Caribbean society and culture
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Differentiate between the different types of migration;

· Assess the extent to which the region is a migratory region; 

· Assess the contributions of various migrant groups to Caribbean society and culture; 

· Evaluate the contributions of migration to the region;

· Evaluate the ways in which our history slavery and colonialism have shaped the contemporary Caribbean culture and society (cultural diversity, social stratification, hybridization);


	Resource Materials:

· Handouts-“History, society and culture” 

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach



	Additional Readings 
Byron, J. (1999). National Identity and Regionalism in the Caribbean:  A Leeward Islands Case Study. In Benn, D. & Hall, K. (2000). (Eds.) Contending with Destiny: The Caribbean in the 21st Century. Jamaica, Ian Randle Publishers.  


Activity 

Impact of Migration on Caribbean Society and culture 

Create a concept web to summarize the phenomenon of migration in the Caribbean. Headings on your web should include:
· Definition of migration 

· Types of migration 

· Major periods of migration in the region

· Migrant groups to the region 

· Contributions of migrant groups to Caribbean society and culture 

· Negative and positive effects

Tips 
· Use it as a tool to summarize the information you have garnered

· Use bulleted points 

· Use lines/arrows, brackets and other tools to show how different concepts are related

Group Activity 

The students will be divided into four groups. Each group will be assigned a period of Caribbean history for which they should develop a web or chart describing its migration patterns. The chart or web should detail:

· The type of migration 

· People involved (race and place of origin)

· Push and pull factors involved/ purpose for migrating 
· Contributions of the migrant group or groups to Caribbean society and culture (cultural diversity, social stratification, hybridization, government and the economy). 

Complete the table below based on the presentations/explanations of the webs or charts 
	Period 
	Migrant Group(s)  
	Purpose for Migrating 
	Cultural contributions 
	Economic and political contributions 

	The Encounter 
	
	
	
	

	Settling Down
	
	
	
	

	Engaging Freedom 
	
	
	
	

	Globalization
	
	
	
	


Observations about migration in the Caribbean 
· The Caribbean is populated by migrant people (transplanted people) or descendants of migrants. 

· These migrants came mainly from the old world (Europe, Asia, and Africa). 

· The variation in the origin of these migrants has led to the diversity of the region (cultural, ethnic, and racial). 

· The moulding of what is known worldwide as a very rich culture/heritage (melting pot).
· The resulting diversity can be understood from a number of perspectives:

· Plural society model – In this case diversity can be seen as creating a divided society of cultural groups which fail to integrate (combine) because they do not share cultural institutions. 

· Creole society model – Cultural diversity results in the creation of an indigenous culture; a creole culture.  This is the result of the process of creolization which involves both acculturation and interculturation 
· The resulting cultural diversity can be linked to 

· Tensions and cultural divisions 

· Questions about identity and ancestry 

· Simultaneously existing attitudes of enthnocentrism and



 cultural relativism. 

Evaluation 

Homework 

Read on the various systems of production used in the Caribbean and



 identify at least two characteristics which are common to all of them. 

	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how each system of production has and continues to shape Caribbean society and culture.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· PPT

	Topic: Impact of Historical processes on Caribbean society and culture   - Systems of Production
	
	

	Subtopic:  
· Types and purpose

· Groups involved 

· Underlying principles & how each worked 

· Positive and negative contributions to /effects on Caribbean society and culture
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Use timelines to show the  use of various systems of production in the Caribbean;

· Outline the characteristics of the various economic systems employed in the Caribbean; 

·  Describe the legacy associated with each economic system implemented in the Caribbean;

Evaluate the ways in which our history slavery and colonialism have shaped the contemporary Caribbean culture and society (cultural diversity, social stratification, hybridization);
	Resource Materials:

· Handouts-“History, society and culture” 

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach




Common Characteristics in our Systems of Production 
· Based on large scale, mono-crop agriculture 
· Based on primary level production 

· Export oriented 

· Culturally and economically repressive to minority groups 
· Based on cheap or forced labour

· Enhanced by European technology 
· Encouraged dependency on extra-regional countries/markets for investment, markets to export to and markets to import manufactured goods from 

The legacy of these systems, particularly the plantation system which operated for the longest period is analysed in the plantation society thesis offered by George Beckford. For him:

· The organization of economic activities on the plantation fostered the development of plantation societies across the Caribbean. 

· Plantation societies reflect the characteristics of the plantation such as its systems of production (economic traits), demographic and racial structure, ethnic and cultural diversity and rigid social stratification. 

· He argues that the contemporary Caribbean continues to reflect these traits. 
Oppression can take the form of repress, subjugation, physical and sexual abuse, denial of rights and freedoms, discrimination and confinement among other means. 

Oppression is characteristic of all periods of Caribbean history and is mist visible in its systems of production. In the Marxist sense, disadvantages/oppression embodied in the economic system coloured social, cultural and political dimensions of the society. 

Oppression continues in ways which are more politically correct/acceptable within the region and in post-colonial and neo-colonial relationships. 
Colonial Girls School by Olive Senior
Borrowed images
willed our skins pale
muffled our laughter
lowered our voice
let out our hems
dekinked our hair
denied our sex in gym tunics and bloomers
harnessed our voices to madrigals
and genteel airs
yoked our minds to declensions in Latin
and the language of Shakespeare
Told us nothing about ourselves
There was nothing about us at all
How those pale northern eyes and
aristocratic whispers once erased us
how our loudness, our laughter
debased us.
There was nothing left of ourselves
Nothing about us at all.
(Studying: History Ancient and Modern
Kings and Queens of England
Steppes of Russia
Wheatfields of Canada
There was nothing of our landscape there
Nothing about us at all
Marcus Garvey turned twice in his grave.
Thirty-eight was a beacon. A flame.
They were talking of desegregation
In Little Rock, Arkansas, Lumumba
and the Congo. To us mumbo-jumbo.
We had read Vachel Lindsay's
vision of the jungle.
Feeling nothing about ourselves
There was nothing about us at all
Months, years, a childhood memorising
Latin declensions
(For our language
-'bad talking' -
detentions)
Finding nothing about us there
Nothing about us at all
So, friend of my childhood years
One day we'll talk about
How the mirror broke
Who kissed us awake
Who let Anansi from his bag.
For isn't it strange how
northern eyes
in the brighter world before us now Pale?
Posted by Elli at 9/07/2007 11:35:00 PM 
Labels: Jamaica, poetry
Activities 

Presentations 

The Effects of history on Caribbean Society and Culture 

1. Discuss how economic life in today’s capitalist society is influenced and affected by the encomienda system, slavery, indentureship and the plantation system.  

2. Examine and assess the various ways in which Caribbean people have responded to oppression throughout history.  (Note differences in the nature of oppression and the responses of Caribbean people in the fourth period.)
3. Outline the major migrations into the Caribbean and assess the ways in which they have affected Caribbean society and culture. (Bear in mind all four periods of Caribbean history.)
Movements towards Independence 

1. “The Caribbean has a colonial past that is clearly at the root of much of the political diversity in the region.”

2. Discuss this statement in lieu of the road taken to independence by countries across the region.  

Activity - classification skills 
Examine and classify the following forms of oppression. 
· Identify suitable categories 

· Place each form of oppression into the most appropriate category. 

· For each form of oppression, identify the ethnic group that oppressed, the historical period in which it occurred and the group which was oppressed. 

	OPPRESSION OF CARIBBEAN PEOPLE

	ENSLAVEMENT                     WORK HOUSES                  RAPE              GENOCIDE                   KILLING FOR SPORT 
DISEASES                           HARD AND HARSH WORKING CONDITIONS         VIOLATION OF CONTRACT TERMS         
WHIPPING                      TRIANGULAR TRADE              COLONIALISM                 CULTURAL HEGEMONY               
STIFLING OF PEASANTRY               ECONOMIC CONTROL                  OPPRESSIVE LAWS              RIGID SOCIAL STRATIFICATION 
PREVENTION OF MARRIAGE            DENIAL OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM                  ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION 
NEO-COLONIALISM               TRADE EMBARGO              CULTURAL IMPERIALISM         



Examine and classify the following forms of resistance offered by Caribbean people to oppression. 

· Identify suitable categories 

· Place each form of resistance into the most appropriate category. 

· For each form of resistance, identify the ethnic groups that used it and the historical period in which it occurred. 

	FORMS OF RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION

	SABOTAGE                          MARONAGE               REBELLIONS                     REVOLTS                     PEASANTRY 
RESISTANCE CULTURE            GUERRILLA WARFARE                        CULTURAL RETENTION              DIPLOMACY 
SUICIDE                                INFANTICIDE                  COOPERATIVES                 PARTNERSHIPS          
FREE VILLAGES          TRADE UNIONS                  COMMERCE             POLITICAL PARTIES        REGIONALISM  
NATIVISM                       CULTURAL RENEWAL            


Complete the following table.
	Exploitation

	Types of exploitation 
	Examples from each economic system 
	Evaluation of success/significance 

	Economic 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Cultural 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Economic 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Political 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Complete the following table. 

	Resistance to Oppression 

	Types of exploitation 
	Examples from each migrant group  
	Evaluation of success/significance 

	Economic 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Cultural 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Economic 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Political 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


1.  oppressed. 

1. ihc ion, identify the ethnic group that oppressed, the historical period in which it 
Capitalism and slavery – question one 

· Poor working conditions

· Poor living conditions

· Low wages 

· Physical abuse 

· Sexual abuse 

· Cultural suppression

· Racial discrimination 

Bullionism – wealth determined by possession of gold and silver 
Responses to oppression in the Caribbean 
	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate the resilience of Caribbean people, their culture and how their various forms of resistance have and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· PPT

	Topic: Impact of Historical processes on Caribbean society and culture   - Resistance and Resilience 
	
	

	Subtopic:  
Oppression and genocide – response of the oppressed 

· Resistance, revolution, peasantry, 

· Movement towards independence
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Assess the relative resilience of the various ethnic groups in the Caribbean; 

· Describe the various ways in which specific ethnic/migrant groups were oppressed in the Caribbean; 

· Assess the contributions of the various forms of resistance used by each ethnic group to Caribbean culture and development;

Evaluate the ways in which our history slavery and colonialism have shaped the contemporary Caribbean culture and society (cultural diversity, social stratification, hybridization);
	Resource Materials:

· Handouts-“History, society and culture” 

· Handout - Resistance and resilience in the post-emancipation Caribbean – Move towards independence.  
· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach



	Peasantry 
	· Define the terms disenfranchisement, crown colony, suffrage, adult suffrage  and independence;

· Explain the major difficulties ex-slaves experienced with acquiring land
	


Activity 
1. Collective reading and discussion of the hand out attached. 

a. Students will complete activities 1 and 2 above. 

b. The answers will be marked and discussed 

Homework 

2. Complete activities 3 and 4 

Popular Responses to Oppression by Caribbean People 

	Economic 
	Political 
	Social 
	Cultural 

	· Peasantry 

· Acquisition of property 

· Free villages 

· Cooperatives

· Informal partner schemes

· Migration 

· Subsistence agriculture 

· Manumission

· Commerce 
	· Revolts 

· Rebellions trade unions – labour riots, negotiations 

· Political parties -Drive toward independence;

· Adult suffrage; 

· Voting practices 

· Maroonage  

· Advocacy groups 

· Guerrilla warfare
	· Education 

· Free villages 

· Migration 

· Obeah 

· Abortions 

· Interracial relations 

· Sunday markets 
	· Music 

· Carnivals and festivals 

· Religion

· Sports 

· Language  

· Songs 

· Festivals

· Dances to ridicule planters

· Intellectual movements 


Aims of resistance 
· Resilience 

· Freedom 

· Enfranchisement (political and economic) 

· Expression

· Selfhood and identity 
East Indians 
· occupations in commerce, education, health, agriculture

· Political leadership ( Panday in T&T, C. Jagan and Jagdeo of Guyana)

· Strikes, demonstrations, labour riots 

· Returning home, 

· Thrift and industry 

· Associations such as the East Indian National Association 

Peasantry 

Peasantry in the Caribbean dates back to 1838.  Technically, peasantry is a combination of the cultivation of a variety of goods and the raising of a variety of animals on fairly small pieces of property without the aid of hired labour and largely for subsistence purposes.   Briefly and Ruben (1988) describe peasants as typically economically deprived people at the lower strata of society.  

Characteristics of Caribbean peasantry 

· Historically existed on the crevices of society – any area where the main economic activities of the Europeans did not have control.  

· Historically the peasantry existed in opposition to and in competition with the plantation despite their interdependence.  

· According to Marshall, Caribbean peasantries incorporated non-agricultural activities such as fishing, shop keeping,   and casual estate work.  

· Caribbean peasantries have always involved the production of some goods for sale in local markets.  

Types of peasant communities in the Caribbean 

· European peasant communities 

· Runaway slave communities – The maroons of Jamaica, Spanish Santo Domingo and Suriname for examples.  (Many of these maroons traded products for weapons and or clothes.)

· Slave farms on the plantation 

Significance and contribution of the peasantry to Caribbean society – “Emancipation in Action”

(Sidney Mintz and Woodville Marshall)

Social 

· Enhanced money and time management skills of slaves and later ex-slaves.  

· Engendered self-reliance, planning and political awareness among ex-slaves.  

· Maintaining social and economic stability in rural and non-plantation areas via attempts to build self-generating communities, villages, churches, schools etc. 

· Soften the rigid class divisions that existed

Cultural 

· New and renewed cuisines 

· Artistry and artisanship 

Economic 

· Slaves learnt cultivation skills and soil management.  

· Added to the establishment of the local cooperatives movement and P.C. Banks  

· Added to the export and trade of Caribbean countries via the diversification of agricultural produce

· Increases self-sufficiency especially in the export markets

Difficulties 

· Ex-slaves had tremendous difficulty in legally acquiring land due largely to government polices and planters’ activities.

· Competition from non-agricultural activities such as bauxite, tourism and oil in Trinidad;

· Migration particularly after 1945;

· Poor living standards for many peasants;

· Shortage of resources (capital, knowledge, storage and transportation facilities)

· Competition from cheaper imports 

· Wasteful agricultural practices.  

Resistance and Resilience in the Post-Emancipation Caribbean – Move towards Independence

Pre-Emancipation 

Before emancipation the type of government in place was the old representative system (1660’s).  It constituted;

· A Governor who represented the crown

· A council – members were selected by the governor

· An assembly  - members were selected by planters and merchants (whites)

In essence the government was one that disenfranchised all non-whites.  The landowners, council and assembly would ensure their interests were addressed while the governor saw to the crown’s interest.  

Influential factors in Britain 
· Declining economic gains from colonies;

· Pressure from the united nations to end slavery 

· Exposure to new economic/industrial ideas

· Pressure from political parties and trade unions 

Post Emancipation 

Despite being free, the blacks faced continued oppression in the following forms:

· Low wages 

· Oppressive laws

· Political disenfranchisement

· Discrimination in property ownership, education, health and welfare services

· Poor housing 

· Poverty 

· Harsh punishment 

· High taxes

· High cost of living

· Injustice in court

· Government indifference

Government 

· The Crown Colony system was put in place by then (late 18th century) 

· This began in British Guyana (1796) and Trinidad (1797) and was later introduced to the other British colonies.  

· It comprised:

· A governor who represented the crown

· A council chosen by the governor.  This body had no power to pass laws

· No assembly was present though this did not reduce the suffering that their removal was partly intended to address.  

Again, government was completely disengaged from the large number of non-whites that populated the colonies.  The response to this form of oppression could be seen in various riots and rebellions.  Key among these was the Sam Sharp rebellion of 1834 and the Morant Bay Rebellion of 1865.  

Labour Riots, Trade Unions, and Political Parties – Resistance and Resilience 

Later in the wake of World War one and the Great depression, the oppression and suffering worsened and the crown remained indifferent.  This period, the 1930’s therefore saw another series of labour riots and strikes.  

These include:

· The 1934 – 1939 riots in Jamaica, Guyana, Barbados, Guiana and St. Kitts.   

· As a response to the riots, several commissions were sent to the English speaking Caribbean to ascertain what had spurred the disorder.  These included the;

· Dean Commission  - 1935 (Barbados)

· Foster Commission – 1935

· Moyne Commission – 1938 – Jamaica 

· Importantly, among the recommendations from the Moyne commission were the following:

· Improve social and welfare services for the majority

· Give support to trade unions 

· It would be better if the blacks were able to vote.  

 The progression from here to independence is marked by the following facts/events:

Trade Unions 

· The labour riots of 1938 were led or influenced by persons such as Norman Manley, St.William Grant, Allan George worked with Bustamante, St. Claver Coombs and others.

· These riots set the foundation for the formation or growth of trade unions across the region led by the same persons and others such as Uriah Buttler in Trinidad and Tobago, Clement Payne in Barbados and T.A. Marryshow and Antonio Soberanis (Belize).  

· Importantly it was after 1838 that workers were really allowed to form trade unions.  

· A trade union is an organization that protects workers from unfair employers and helps make sure that wages and working conditions are favourable to workers.  

· The first of these in Jamaica was the Jamaica Workers and Tradesman Union formed in 1936 by Norman Manley.  

· The Bustamante Industrial Trade Union started with A.G. Coombs (1938) and was later joined by Sir Alexander Bustamante.  

· Other trade unions formed after this includes the Jamaica Teachers’ Association and the National Workers Union in 1952

In essence the people were now gaining a voice outside of rioting on the streets.  

Busta Maritime Union 
Political Parties

· The same leaders who formed and led trade unions expanded their scope by forming political parties.  

· A political party is a group of people who share similar ideas about how a country should be organized and run, and whose aim is to win a general election and form the government.  

· The first to be formed in Jamaica was the Peoples’ National Party in 1938.  Its leader was Michael Manley.  

· The second was the Jamaica Labour Party formed in 1943 led by Alexander Bustamante.  

· They pushed the idea that was time for independence and the establishment of a government that would cater to all groups including the poor.  

Universal Adult suffrage and Independence 

· Given all of the above (riots, Moyne commission etc.), the British government agreed to and passed a law in 1944 giving all Jamaicans over 21 years of age the right to vote.  (This age has now been reduced to 18.)

· This is reflective of universal adult suffrage:

· Suffrage – the right to vote

· Adult suffrage – the right of all persons defined as adults to vote.  

· 1944 marked the first general elections to be held in Jamaica.   

· Voting is highlighted here as very important as votes decide who takes care of our country’s business, show dissatisfaction and say how we want our country to be run.

Independence 

The 1960’s saw most of the English speaking Caribbean gaining its independence.   Independent states in the Caribbean are either one of two types;

· Constitutional monarchy – where a monarch or governor general who represents the crown is the head of government and a locally elected leaser is the prime minister.  Here the head of government oversees both domestic and foreign policy. However, the governor general can exercise veto power.  

· Republic – here there are no attachments to the crown.  The governor is represented by an appointed or elected president who acts as head of state while the elected prime minister acts as head of government.    

Economic Enfranchisement 

This has to do with being able to determine how economic development/systems of production will proceed. It is the employment of ones own ways of making a living.

Key contributing factors:

Peasantry

THE ROLE OF THE CARIBBEAN PEASANTRY IN DEVELOPMENT

1. ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS

· Reduced dependence on imported food as this was now produced locally, promoting self-sufficiency

· Promoted inter-island trade

· Expansionism into export markets, thus, contributing to the import/export bill

· Developed internal market system especially in Jamaica

· Diversification of crops by introducing different types of goods for production

· Shift from monoculture hence transition from plantation economy to a more modern society

2. SOCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

· Founding of villages – demonstrating sense of community

· Establishment of markets as places to trade goods

· Establishment of schools and churches

· Campaigned for roads/streets/bridges as well as improved medical and education facilities 

· Started cooperative societies e.g. Peoples’ Cooperative and Jamaica Agricultural Society

· Started Friendly Societies such as burial schemes e.g. All Island

3. CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS

· Marketplaces allowed for expression of culture in many forms such as type and variety of goods

· Promotion of self-sufficiency

· Meeting place/socialization

· Lend-a-hand tradition

· Friday work-day for children

4. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

· Money earned from sale of goods used to purchase more property which allowed blacks the privilege to vote

The Dutch Caribbean 

The Dutch achieved only internal self government at this time.
· Mestizos in aruba – Euro-Amerindians

· Netherland Antilles dissolved in 2010. 

· Achieved separation rather than independence 

· Charter of the kingdom of the Netherlands 1954 established a Federal State of the Netherlands, Suriname (now independent since 1975) and the Netherland Antilles (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Saba, St. Eustatius and St. Maarten). 

· The Netherlands wanted to drop them in the 70s but they did not want to go. 1985 – Aruba gained separate status from the Antilles but is still a part of the kingdom.

· Aruba is no longer a part of the Antilles. 

The Spanish 

· Between 1810 and 1825 Spain’s hold on her territories was affected by Napoleon’s invasion of Spain. 

· Father Miguel Hidalgo, September 6, 1810 – ringing of the church bells; cry of Dolores 

· Simon Bolivar – Venezuela, Ecuador, Columbia 

· Spain retained Cuba and Puerto Rico up to 1825

· Spain lost Hispaniola due to slave uprisings in Haiti 

· Cuba 

· Several major rebellions

· One led by Carlos Manuel de Cespedes which lasted from 1868 to 1878

· 1895 – Jose Marti included 

· Lost Cuba to America in the Spanish-American war in 1902 

· War between Americans and the Spanish and Spanish colonies. 

· Treaty of Paris – 1898

· Puerto Rico 
· Unsuccessful uprisings by nationalist groups 

· Like Cuba, became a protectorate in 1902

· Puerto Ricans gain US citizenship in 1917

· 1950s – U.S. Commonwealth 
More USA 

· Virgin Islands (St Thomas, St. Croix and St. John) have less autonomy than Puerto Rico

Wolmer’s Trust High School for Girls

Caribbean Studies Quiz

Assignment 

1. Complete the table below 

	Period 
	Migrant Group(s)  
	Oppression experienced (At least one example for each oppressed migrant group)
	Methods of Resistance used (At least one example for each oppressed migrant group)
	Economic and political contributions/evidence of resilience (At least one example for each migrant group) 

	The Encounter 
	
	
	
	

	Settling Down
	
	
	
	

	Engaging Freedom 
	
	
	
	

	Globalization
	
	
	
	


Resistance and Resilience

1. List three ways in which blacks/ex-slaves were oppressed in the early post emancipation era. 
 3 marks

2. Complete the following table on your answer sheets by identifying responses to oppression demonstrated by the ethnic groups in each column. 







15 marks
	Ethnic group 
	Social 
	Political 
	Cultural 
	Economic 
	Passive 
	Active 

	Amerindians 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Africans/blacks 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mulattoes 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Asians  
	
	
	
	
	
	


3. State two benefits of property ownership to ex-slaves in the post emancipation era. 

2 marks 

4. List three types of peasant communities. 




      

3 marks 

5. Complete the following table. 








12 marks 
Trade Unions in the Caribbean (1930’s – 1960’s)

	Name of Trade Union 
	Country of operation 
	Leader at the time 
	Associated political party (If any)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


6. State two suggestions that came out of the Moyne Commission and say how the implementation of any one benefitted the ex-slaves. 








4 marks    
7. Briefly outline two accomplishments of the collective efforts of trade unions and political parties in the pre-independence era of Caribbean history.  






6 marks 

Short Notes 











15 marks 

Briefly discuss at least three benefits of the peasantry to Caribbean society. 




Or 
Briefly discuss the nature of the contribution of ex-slaves/working class people to the achievement of independence in the Caribbean. 

IMPACT OF GEOGRAPHICAL PHENOMENA 

ON 

CARIBBEAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE
	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand the many ways in which our society and vulture interact with, affect and are affected by our natural environment and to encourage positive attitudes and approaches towards the use of our environment. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 


	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: The environment, Caribbean Society and Culture  
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Define the terms geography, geology and human ecology

· Describe the dominant geological and geographical features of the Caribbean

· Through discussion and question and answer, articulate: 

· The importance of the discipline of geography;

· The interrelatedness  of society and culture and the physical environment

· The importance of correct helpful attitudes towards the environment 
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 




Activity 

1. Through lecture, discussion and question and answer, the content below will be discussed. 

a. Define geography and identify different sub disciplines of relevance such as human ecology 

b. Discuss the importance of studying geography. It is to be presented as a science which helps us to understand our environment and our relationship with it; and which helps us to adjust and adapt as a society. 

c. Recall the geographical and geological location of the Caribbean 

d. Identify the geographical features which are related to our geographical location such as its topography; rich fertile soil; variety in rock types, sand, sun and sea/rivers/streams; mineral resources such as bauxite, gypsum, diamonds and gold; susceptibility hurricanes, tropical depressions, cold fronts and other systems, droughts, floods etc. 

e. Identify the geological features resulting from the Caribbean being on its plate and being surrounded by 6 other plates such as mountainous areas, susceptibility to earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides and a variety in rock types 

f. Examine the way how our culture is moulded by the environment as it affects diets, architecture and settlement patterns, economic activities and major industries, folklore , recreation, laws and regulations, and religion.

g. Examine the way our attitudes influence how we approach the use of the environment (human ecology), emphasizing the fact that the greater our awareness of our dependence on the environment and how our actions affect it, the more likely we are to treat it well. Attention will be paid to the different attitudes and approaches of the Amerindians, Europeans and Caribbean people today to the environment. 

i. Related activity – case study from text (Caribbean Studies: Self Study and Distance Learner)

2. Students will be asked to create diagrams on the board to represent their understanding of plate tectonics and the different activities at plate margins. 
See extended content below

Impact of Geographical Phenomena 
GEOGRAPHY
The study of the earth and:

· its physical features

· its atmosphere





 

· the two way relationship between it and its inhabitants

It involves the study of features such as:

1. Landforms – shapes and height of land; relief of land 

a. Mountains – over 600 metres above sea level 

b. Hills – between 100 – 600 metres above sea level

c. Plateau - flat area at the top of a mountain

d. Valley – flat low area between two highlands 

e. Plain – less than 100 metres above sea level 

2. Rocks and soils 

3. Climate – long term; average weather conditions of an area over a long period 

4. Weather – how hot or cold or wet or dry, windy, cloudy clear or foggy Precipitation (rain, hail, sleet, snow) cloud cover

5. Plates and plate movements 

a. Divergent margins - 

b. Convergent margins – subduction 

c. Transform  

d. Destructive, constructive 

Why study Geographical phenomena?

· Geomorphology tells us about the evolution and configuration of rocks, soils and landforms. Knowledge here
· fosters safe conservative use of these features. It informs how we regulate changes made to these features to prevent danger/disaster; zoning and building codes; develop industries, plan settlements; pursue sustainable development 

· Human ecology makes us aware of how human communities and their environments are related. This knowledge: 
· enhances efforts to preserve the environment through education and awareness as well as laws; 
· foster better attitudes towards and strategies for the use of the environment
· maximise our enjoyment of the environment

· The study of geography 

· enhances our ability to adapt to and develop within our environment 
· informs our preparation for natural events in ways that limit their negative effects 

· Our environment influences our: 

· settlement patterns 

· industries/industrial activity 

· folklore, proverbs, idioms, sayings 

· foods/diets 

· dress 

· architecture

· infrastructure 

· social integration 

· recreation 

· international relations/trade

· travel

Interesting bits about the Environment, Caribbean Culture and Society

· Collectively the land area of the Caribbean is only 91,000 square miles. 

· The region can be divided into subregions:

· Greater Antilles (88% of the land area in the Caribbean)

· Lesser Antilles (4% of the land area)

· The Bahamas and Turks and Caicos 

· Cayman Islands 

· Netherland Antilles 

· Drier areas of the Caribbean include the leeward side of the Greater Antilles and flat lands such as the Netherland Antilles. Windward coasts which experience relief rainfall are wetter than leeward coasts. 

· The region experiences fairly uniformed temperatures because of its location in the tropics

· Except for a tropical storm in 1933, Trinidad is largely unaffected by cyclonic storms because of its southerly location – these systems usually develop east of the Lesser Antilles. 

· In the typical hurricane season, an average of 60 systems is likely to develop. 

· There are at least 17 active volcanoes in the Lesser Antilles 

· The Caribbean plate is surrounded by 6 other plates. 

· The Greater Antilles reflect volcanic activities of 60 to 90 million years ago. 

· The islands of the Bahamas, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands and Turks and Caicos Islands are the result of coral reefs growing on top of blanks (submerged sea platforms).

· Land is seen as an economic asset and a source of security and independence.

· Family land is important and valued as a status symbol.
	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion
· Case studies 

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Natural events, hazards and disasters 
· Definition

· Types of natural events/hazards/disasters

· Types of  tectonic activities 

· Origin and development of meteorological/hydrological systems 
· Typical effects of natural disasters 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Differentiate between hazards and disasters. 

· Examine the nature and impact of gelogical hazards associated with each plate margin;
· Examine the nature and impact of the meteorological and hydrological systems which affect the Caribbean 
· Evaluate the adequacy of mechanisms designed to cope with natural hazards and disasters
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 




Activity one – reading and discussion

Based in readings from the following will be discussed and explained:

· Different types of disasters;

· Natural causes of disasters (meteorological/hydrological, geomorphological and geological)

· Human contributions to natural disasters (misuse and pollution of the environment, poverty, overpopulation, over-urbanization, overfishing and or use of harmful fishing practices, tourism, mining and other industrial activities and global warming

· The need for and methods of conservative and safe use of the environment

· The importance of disaster mitigation and the activities of human groups which lesson the impact of disaster mitigation mechanisms 

Activity Two – classification exercise 
Students will be asked to list some of the general effects of natural disasters which will be written on the board. The students will then be given five minutes to place the various effects in categories which they will define themselves. Students will be asked to justify the categories chosen and their placement of specific effects into their respective categories. 

Expected answers 
	EFFECTS OF NATURAL DISASTERS

	Social/political 
	Cultural 
	Economic 
	Environmental

	Loss of life 

Disturbance of social activities – school, hospital services, religious ceremonies, recreational activities 

Migration 

· May affect family life, sex ratio and other demographic factors, and cause under population and brain drain

Conflict over scarce

resources 

· Sharing of relief/aid along political or other lines 

Health risks – polluted water, lack of water, food shortage

Heightened awareness of inequality

· Wealthy groups access facilities such as insurance which aid in recovery efforts;

Regional and or international cooperation to facilitate recovery  

Increased borrowing on a national level – to finance recovery efforts 

Laws, building codes and planned settlements to reduce potential damage in the future 
	Cultural erasure 

Cultural diffusion 

Storytelling and entertainment – Lloyd Lovindeer “Wild Gilbert”

Heightened awareness of event/hazard – seen in drills, media programmes for education and awareness, building of or designating shelters, planned evacuation routes and planned settlements

Decline in agriculture 

Disaster tourism 

Loss (or creation) of important artefacts, monuments, and heritage sites 

Changes in architecture and settlement patterns 

Use of non-electronic activities and devices for recreation – as we anxiously await the restoration of electricity and communication services  
	Economic displacement (loss of jobs, loss of capital/raw materials/machines

Damage to property 

Opportunities for short term as well as long term employment- rebuilding 

Increase in the cost and or importation of some goods – goods which become scarce because of the disaster 

Increase demand and or importation for some goods – those used in rebuilding for example 


	Enhancement of soil fertility 

Pollution of water bodies from silting, soil erosion and landslides for example 

Air pollution from volcanic emissions such as ash for example 

Change in the landscape resulting from landslides or the effects of floods (coastal and riverine) 


Homework – to be completed at home and discussed in class

Students will use the hand-out copied below and their textbooks to assist them in completing the table. 

Hand-out 


Impact of geographical phenomena  
· The physical of the landscape encourages insularity which hampers regional integration.

· The same makes trade difficult and costly.

The environment and culture

Geography is defined as “the study of our landscape and how we use and interact with it”. 

Sub disciplines of Geography include: 

· Geomorphology - This deals with physical and structural aspects of the environment. It is the study of the evolution and configuration of ricks, soils and landforms (features that make up the earth’s surface).  These include: cliffs, plateaux, mountain, valley, lowlands/plains. 

· Human ecology - This is the branch of ecology that examines the relations of human communities with their particular environment.  

The study of geography tells us that there is a dynamic two-way relationship between the physical environment of any given country and its culture. 

· Physical geographers tend to examine how the physical environment shapes human activities and by extension, their values and beliefs.

· On the other hand, postmodernists believe that humans often shape the landscape in relation to their cultural values and beliefs. 

All aspects of our everyday life are affected including where and how we build, economic activities we engage in, cultural heritage, foods we eat and our infrastructure. Examples 

· Fishing is likely to dominate where the features of land (high altitude and steep gradients) deter human settlement. 

· Mountainous interiors tend to result in coastal people having stronger links with other islanders than with urbanites of their own capital city.

· Settlement patterns in the Lesser Antilles show a preference urban areas on the west coast due to:

· The availability of low lands in the west; 

· Mountainous backbone shelters inhabitants from potentially harmful weather systems;

· This side is usually drier, facilitating sugar cane cultivation in particular. (Mountains force winds to rise over west and therefore deposit moisture in the east.)

Hazards

“A hazard is a naturally occurring or human induced event or process with potential to create loss of life or damage to property and disruption to normal life (smith, 1996). It speaks to a “pre-disaster state”.   

                                                                                                                      Natural Hazards in particular involve extreme atmospheric, hydrological or geological events. 

Typology of natural Hazards affecting the Caribbean Region

	Types of Natural Hazards
	Examples 

	Seismic                     
	Earthquakes – ground shaking, liquefaction and ground failure, tsunamis, terrestrial and submarine landslides

	
	Volcanic – lava flows, pyroclastic flows and surges, lahars, ash clouds, tsunamis

	Meteorological and Hydrological 
	Tropical storms, hurricanes, tropical depressions, northers, high winds, flash floods, storm surges, riverine flooding, coastal flooding, drought, water logging

	Geomorphological 
	Mass movement, landslides, slumping, mudflows, debris flows, rock falls, soil erosion, silting of rivers, silting of harbours, silting of coral reefs, beach erosion, coastal erosion

	Biological 
	Epidemics, human diseases, insect pest outbreaks, plant and animal diseases in farming, forest, bush and grass fires, plant and animal invasions

	Technological 
	Oil and other toxic spills, ground and atmospheric pollution, water borne pollution, industrial explosions, fires, collapse of buildings and other infrastructure, pipeline leakages, poor public health systems.  


2/3 of the region’s disasters between 1900 and 1988 were caused by hurricanes and tropical storms (Office of Disaster Assistance, 1988). Haiti and Jamaica has had the most experience here. Notably however, volcanoes and earthquakes have been responsible for the most deaths from natural disasters.   

Any one of the above hazards may trigger one or more other hazards. Also, each Caribbean country may experience multiple disasters in any given year.  

Natural Disasters 

A natural event is becomes a natural disaster only when it affects people via damage of property, loss of life and or the disruption of social and economic activities. Specifically, when one or more of the following conditions apply; 

· When more than 10 people are killed;

· When 100 (or more) people are reported as affected;

· When a call is made for international assistance;

· When a state of emergency is declared.

Centre for research on the epidemiology of disasters. University Catholique De Louvan in  Belgium

	Types of Hazard
	Natural Causes 
	Examples 
	Impact 

	SEISMIC

	Volcanoes 


	Tectonic activities 

Rift volcanoes – divergent plate boundaries (seafloor spreading) 

Hot spot volcanoes – within crustal plates 

Island volcanoes – convergent plate margins (subduction – represents all volcanoes in the region) 

Prediction – earthquakes and strange gases

Coping – hazard mapping, properly planned and funded disaster response programmes 
	25 active volcanoes (Eastern Caribbean) 

17 eruptions  recorded 

1902 – Mount Pele (Martinique) and Soufriere (St. Vincent)  - also 1972, 1979 

 La Soufriere (Guadeloupe) – 1956, 1976

Montserrat – 1995 -1197, 

2002 – Soufriere Hills

1939 to – kick ‘em Jenny (erupted 11 times)
	Emit magma or lava Pyroclastic flows (gas, ash and rocks) and crystallized minerals. 

Effusive eruptions – slow moving lava 

Explosive – 

Phreatic  - (La Sofriere Guadeloupe) 

Pelean  - (Mt Pele, Martinique)

Volcanic dust, pyroclastic flows and surges, lava flows, gases

Earthquakes 

Phreatic explosions  

Atmospheric as falls 

Landslides and debris flow

Tsunamis 

Acid rain 

Soil fertility – agriculture 

Tourist attractions 

Destruction of farm land, timber resources 

Loss of life

Destruction of infrastructure 

Destruction of communications 



	Earthquakes 


	Tectonic activities 

Stress build up between plates at fault lines leading to the displacement of rocks and the release of energy from a hypocentre (surface equivalent – epicentre)

Depths

3000km + – deep earthquakes, subduction zones, eastern Caribbean

70 -300km – Intermediate, 

-70 km – shallow, transform margins or near to marine trenches, northern Caribbean 

Prediction – changes in ground water quality; unusual animal behaviour; 
Coping – hazard mapping; public awareness programmes, education plans, drills, building codes ; zones and regulations
	Nicaragua - 1972 

El Salvador - 2001 

Puerto Rico – 1670, 1787, 1867, 1918 (116) (Shallow)

Jamaica – 1692 (2000), 1907 (1000) (shallow)

Leeward Islands – 1974 (5000), 2004 (1)

Dominican Republic – 1946

Cayman islands 2004  

Martinique, windward region – 2007 (1)
	Environmental 

(Magnitude is measured by a richter scale) 

Ground shaking 

Surface faulting 

Ground failure and soil liquefaction 

Landslides and rock falls 

Debris and mudflows 

Tsunamis 

Impact 

(Modified Mercalli measures intensity in relation to effects on people) 

Destruction of building structures 

Interruption of water supply and public utility 

Floods from collapsed dams 

Release of hazardous material 

Fires spread of chronic illness 

Social and economic displacement 

Disturbance of economic activities 

Loss of life 



	Tsunamis/tidal waves 
	Usually caused by earthquakes or volcanoes 
	50 recorded events in the Caribbean since 1530 

Puerto Rico – 1918 (40)

Dominican Republic – 1946 (100)

Virgin Islands – 1867 (12)
	

	METEOROLOGICAL AND HYDROLOGICAL 

	Hurricanes 

Hurakan – devil wind 

(typhoons or  willy willies)
	Is a low pressure system accompanied by heavy winds carrying rainfall and which spiral around an eye 

Formed only between 5 an 20 degrees north of the equator 

Season – June 1 to November 30

Movement of ITCZ in the summer and El Nino 

Eye, eye wall

Tropical disturbance – tropical depression -  tropical storm – hurricane (Winds of 74 m/p and up) 

Originate in the Atlantic (Cape Verde Islands) mid season and western Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico at the beginning and end of the season

The track of each hurricane is essentially unique 
	Charlie – 1951

1988 – Gilbert 

1989- Hugo

1992 – Andrew  

1995 – Luis and Marilyn 

1999- Lenny, Mitch 

2001 – Michelle 
	Storm surges – coastal flooding 

Loss of life, injury 

Illnesses and diseases related water and food supplies 

Damage to social and physical infrastructure 

Loss of housing/loss of roofs 

Blocked, destroyed roadways 

Disturbance of social, economic and political activities 

Losses in agriculture and tourism (major industries for Caribbean countries)

Integration

Dependence 

Cultural sharing 

	Flooding 
	Usually caused by hydrological weather systems such as hurricanes as well as tidal waves associated with seismic activities 

Coastal 

Riverine 

Flash flooding 
	Belize is particularly vulnerable 

Most widely reported small scale disasters in the Caribbean 
	Agricultural damage 

Loss of housing 

Landslides

Destruction of road and water systems

Silting of water bodies 

	Droughts 

Creeping hazard 
	Moisture deficiency with serious implications for food production and surface water  supply for a particular region 

Changing weather patterns which result in excessive build-up of heat on the earth’s surface 

Meteorological changes which affect rainfall – El Nino (every 2-7 years)

Rainfall is affected by size, relief and location 
	Agricultural drought  - insufficient soil moisture 
Hydrological drought: low/depleted water storage/flow  

Meteorological drought: well-below average or normal rainfall that spans from a few months to a few years.

Guyana – 1998 7 months drought (ESNO)


	Threats to health and nutrition such as water borne diseases

Reduction in agricultural yields and food supply 

Saltwater intrusion on rivers 

Depletion of ground water stores 

Soil erosion 

Loss of bio-diversity 

Starvation, famine 

Reduction in quality of life 

Conflict

Solution-  empirical research; agricultural and land use planning; wise use of natural water sources; public awareness; water conservation; dams 

	GEOMORPHOLOGICAL 

	Soil erosion & accelerated soil erosion 

Creeping hazard
	Detachment of material by either raindrop impact or flow traction and their removal by wind, water or moving ice

Accelerated by activities such as deforestation, poor farming techniques and unplanned housing

Situation tends to be worsened by poverty


	
	Reduction in soil fertility (negatively affects agriculture) 

Silting of water bodies (may increase the chance of flooding) 

Respiratory difficulties 

	Landslides/slope failure 
	Typical in mountainous regions 

Moves soil, weathered bedrock (rigolith) or rocks downhill 

Change in balance between the pull of gravity and the forces of resistance 

May be triggered by seismic activity, torrential rainfall, 

Accentuated by human activity 
	Resulting from hurricanes Michelle and Mitch 

Blue mountains are susceptible due to slope angle and aspect – geologically young, heavily fractured, bedrock deeply weathered 

Judgement cliff, Jamaica – 1692

Preston Lands, Jamaica – 1986 

Carholm-Huxley, Dominica – 1997
	Loss of life

Damage to property and infrastructure 

Disruption of transport and communications

Localized losses of soil resources 

Silting of water bodies 

Dams across rivers 

Flooding 

Social and economic displacement 

	Destruction of coral reefs 

Barrier – Belize 

Fringing –Buccoo reef in Tobago 

Atolls -
	Earthquakes, hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, ESNO, drought and desertification (sahel region of Africa)

Overfishing, blasting, building of marinas, improper sewage treatment and disposal, industrial effluents, hot water emissions, tourism, quarrying dredging 
	Bleaching – Belize 1997, 1982-3 (ESNO), Global warming, 
	Increased damage from hurricanes, tidal waves 

Threats to fishing industry 

Reduction of marine diversity 

Damage to the eco system 


Human activities, natural hazards and Natural Disasters

Importantly, human activities can and often:

· Increase the frequency and severity of natural disasters;

· Create natural hazards where none existed before;

· Limit the potential of our eco-systems to mitigate the effects of natural disasters. 

Explaining the increase in the intensity and frequency of disasters

The number of people affected by natural disasters rose from 50 million to 250 million between the 1960s and 1990s (Smith, 1996). Such was the concern that the UN declared the 1990s the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.  Explanations for this trend include:

· Increase in the population of developing countries (particularly those located in hazardous areas);

· Increased urbanization especially in developing countries usually affected by unplanned and unsafe housing developments;

· Unsustainably land-use practices which lead to soil erosion, landslide, mudslides and flash flooding;

· Increased inequality which limits the ability of the poor to cope with hazardous events;

· Climate change (global warming in particular) which tends to intensify geographical patterns of drought and seasonal flooding.  

Other human activities which increase the intensity and frequency of natural disasters 

· Failure to heed warning signs

· Ignorance or non-compliance to related laws, codes, standards and other regulations 

· Deforestation, clearing of vegetation 

· Unstable farming practices such as slash and burn, overgrazing, vertical hillside ploughing, mining, making of charcoal, shifting agriculture

· Over-urbanization (extensive network of hard impermeable surfaces) 

· Modification of landscapes 

· Tendency for most of the population to be located in coastal areas 

General effects of hazards/disasters 

· Destruction of infrastructure 

· Interrupting economic activities including production

· Irreversible changes to natural resources

· Inflation, increased public spending by the government

· Unemployment 

· Loss of life, injury 

· Health risk due to affected water and food supply 

· Disturbance of social and other activities

· Disorder and integration at the community, national and regional levels

Disaster Management 

Treated as a scientific discipline, disaster management “seeks to mitigate hazard impacts through data collection, data analysis and hazard prediction”. 

Mitigation Strategies
Mitigation strategies are mechanisms used to reduce the negative effects of hazards. These can make the difference between a hazard and a disaster.
· Promote and use water and energy conservation strategies 

· Use of modern engineering and building design

· Land use planning

· Zoning 

· Building standards 

· Promote the use of healthy farming/agricultural methods/techniques

· Reconstructing vulnerable communities 

· Stabilize unstable ground 

· Watershed management including re-afforestation and agro-forestry 

· Retaining walls, check dams, bunding or gabion baskets, paved drains and culverts and levees to reduce the chance of flooding 

· Secure roofs, design and use hurricane plans for homes and schools, identify shelters and stock upon required products in preparation for hurricanes

· Education and awareness 

· Establish and use scientific warning systems 

· Risk assessment (likelihood of given events and likely effects of given events)

· Hazard mapping – (maps reflect spatial distribution, of risk, magnitude and frequency of a variety of hazard)

· Vulnerability assessment – detailed inventories of buildings and infrastructure

· Post disaster relief 

· Evacuation plans, provisions for food and shelter 

· Spreading economic costs more equitably through insurance, taxation and grants

· International aid, remittances, barrels 

· Report damaged utilities as early as possible

· Establishment of disaster agencies nationally, regionally and internationally (Pan Caribbean Prevention and Preparedness Project, Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency, Caribbean Disaster Management Programme {operates out of the UWI)

Gleaner Article

“Corruption, Inequality and Natural Disasters”  
October 31, 2010
Sunday Gleaner

Worthy of note:

· Normal hurricane season 

· Number of systems this season 

· Types and effects highlighted

· Impact of inequality versus poverty on outcomes 

· Role of government in disaster management 

· Community based organisation 

· Responsibility of the local government 

· Passing and implementing relevant bills and policies

Key Questions 

· How active was the hurricane season in question?

· What are some of the main effects of natural hazards on the society?

· How does inequality affect the seriousness/intensity of the impact of natural hazards?

· What is the role of the government in disaster management?

· What is the impact of corruption in this regard?

Coral Reefs (Check all the information here for accuracy.)
What are coral reefs?

They are living things made of coral polyps. They are a food supply as well as a habitat for flora and fauna. 

Types of Coral Reefs

· Barrier reefs – These are separated from land by wide and shallow water called a lagoon. Belize has one of the second largest barrier reefs. 

· Fringing reefs - These are found on shallow rocks near the shore. These are most common in the Caribbean. 

· Atoll reefs - These are oval shaped reefs built on top of sunken volcanoes. 

Contributions of coral reefs to Caribbean society and culture 

· Biodiversity 

· They are ecosystems which support a wide variety of marine life (flora and fauna). This aids with tourism as well as fishing. 

· Medicine 

· Ingredients of some medicines include chemicals found in sponges found on Caribbean reefs. This has both positive economic and social effects. 

· Potential sun screens 

· Tourism 

· Adventure tourism 

· Reproduces sand which provides us with the beautiful shorelines many tourists find very attractive. 

· Fisheries 

· Employment for many

· Diet 

· Coastal protection 

· Coral reefs help to prevent coastal erosion by reducing the effect of the waves and wind;

· They also aid in the preservation of mangroves and other wetlands.

Threats to coral reefs 

Natural Threats 

· Weather systems such as ESNO 

· Global warming (results in warm temperatures which kills algae living in the polyps)

· Dust from the Sahara introduces soil fungi which destroys some species of reefs

· Droughts and desertification 

Human 

· Increased silting and sedimentation which prevents algae growth within polyps 

· Disconnect between fish nurseries and reefs

· Building of hotels which drain wetlands and change the contours of the coast

· Harvesting of corals for buildings 

· Overgrowth of algae 

· Sewage 

· Agricultural and industrial waste such as fertilizers 

· Warming of temperatures due to hot water emissions from power plants and other industrial activities;

· Overfishing and destructive methods of fishing 

· Tourism 

· Reefs are destroyed from the anchors of ships 

· Reefs are destroyed by the fuel from boats

· Tourists and craftsmen break off the reefs 

Protecting Coral Reefs 

· Establishing parks and reserves 

· Education and awareness 

· Environment Impact Assessment for development and commercial projects. 
	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

Case Studies  

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Droughts and Landslides 
· Types and their causes 

· Social and economic consequences
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Describe the natural causes of geographical hazards/disasters;

· Examine the ways in which social and cultural factors influence the likelihood and effects of droughts and landslides;

· Assess the social, economic and cultural influence of droughts and landslides  in the Caribbean; 

· Evaluate the adequacy of mechanisms designed to cope with droughts and landslides;
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 

	Potter, R.B., Barker, D., Conway, D. & Klak, T. (2004). The Contemporary Caribbean. Chapter four - 

McGregor, D. (2003).  

The environment and ecology. In Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.    (pp. 179 - 208)


Activity one 

Students will read the various case studies presented and complete the following essay in class: 

Examine the ways in which either droughts or landslides have influenced Caribbean society and culture. 

30 marks 

See case studies attached. 

Activity two 

The students’ answers and the content of the case studies will be discussed/evaluated. 
Activity 
Drama – Use drama showing:

· Differences in how the rich and the poor prepare for hurricanes 

· Coping strategies for a named natural hazard/disaster (before, during and after)

· Earthquake awareness and preparation in Jamaica 

Activity 

Prepare and presents a skit which demonstrates:

· Differences in how the rich and the poor prepare for a hurricane;

· The social, economic and cultural effects of hurricanes 

· The social, economic and cultural effects of earthquakes 

· Earthquake awareness among Jamaicans. 
	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 

· Student presentations

· Posters/charts 

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Plate Tectonics

· Definition

· Types of tectonic activities 

· Location and movement of the plates 

· Typical effects (actual examples)

· Coping with the hazard/disaster of tectonic activities 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Differentiate between hazards and disasters. 

· Describe the geological hazards associated with each plate margin;

· Evaluate the adequacy of mechanisms designed to cope with geological hazards and disasters;

· Assess the influence of geological features on Caribbean society and culture
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 




Impact of Geographical Phenomena 
Fill in the missing in the missing information in the table below to show how each aspect of the landscape influences society and culture. 

	Name 
	Mountain 
	River
	Plateau 
	Plains 
	Caves 

	How it is used by man
	
	
	
	
	

	Challenges posed
	
	
	
	
	

	Advantages presented 
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment of influence on society and culture 
	
	
	
	
	


Activity 

The table shows different types of environmental hazards. Complete the table by putting a tick in the relevant category – several categories may apply to one hazard. 

	Hazards 
	Meteorological 
	Tectonic 
	Man-induced
	Sudden occurrence 
	Slow (warning)

	Volcanic eruptions 
	
	
	
	
	

	Earthquakes 
	
	
	
	
	

	Floods 
	
	
	
	
	

	Landslides/

rockfalls
	
	
	
	
	

	Hurricanes 
	
	
	
	
	

	Tidal flooding
	
	
	
	
	

	Drought 
	
	
	
	
	


4. Human Ecology 

a. From your previous knowledge of the Caribs, Arawaks and other aboriginal peoples, what would you say were their dominant beliefs the man land relationship?

b. What were the dominant beliefs of Europeans about man0land relationships?

c. How are these beliefs demonstrated today?

	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 

· Student presentations

· Posters/charts 

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Hurricanes 

· Definition and types 

· Life cycle 

· Social, cultural and economic consequences 

· Coping strategies
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Describe the natural causes of geographical hazards/disasters;

· Examine the ways in which social and cultural factors influence the likelihood and effects of geographical hazards;

· Evaluate the adequacy of mechanisms designed to cope with geographical hazards and disasters
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 



	Boswell, T.D.  (2003). The Caribbean: a Geographic preface. Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.    (pp. 19 – 49)

Potter, R.B., Barker, D., Conway, D. & Klak, T. (2004). The Contemporary Caribbean. Place, Pearson Education Limited.  Chapter one – Caribbean Natural Landscapes

McGregor, D. (2003).  The environment and ecology. In Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.    (pp. 179 - 208)


	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 

· Student presentations

· Posters/charts 

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Coral Reefs  

· Definition and types 

· Importance/functions 

· Threats to and protection of coral reefs
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Differentiate between different types of coral reefs;

· Evaluate the importance of coral reefs to the Caribbean;

· Examine natural and cultural factors which threaten the health of coral reefs
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· DVD

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 

	Potter, R.B., Barker, D., Conway, D. & Klak, T. (2004). The Contemporary Caribbean. Chapter four - 

McGregor, D. (2003).  

The environment and ecology. In Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.    (pp. 179 - 208)


	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 

· Student presentations

· Posters/charts 

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Droughts 

· Types and their causes 

· Social and economic consequences
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Describe the natural causes of geographical hazards/disasters;

· Examine the ways in which social and cultural factors influence the likelihood and effects of droughts;

· Assess the social, economic and cultural influence of droughts in the Caribbean; 

· Evaluate the adequacy of mechanisms designed to cope with droughts;
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 

	Potter, R.B., Barker, D., Conway, D. & Klak, T. (2004). The Contemporary Caribbean. Chapter four - 

McGregor, D. (2003).  

The environment and ecology. In Hillman, R. S., & D’Agostino, T. J. (Eds.), Understanding the Contemporary Caribbean.    (pp. 179 - 208)


	Lesson #:        
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to appreciate how various geographical and geological phenomena have shaped and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and evaluate different strategies with which Caribbean people may adapt to them. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 

· Discussion 

· Student presentations

· Posters/charts 

	Topic: Impact of Geographical Phenomena on Caribbean Society and Culture 
	
	

	Subtopic: 

Soils 

· Types 

· Importance to Caribbean people

· Misuse and Conservation
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Describe the natural causes of geographical hazards/disasters;

· Examine the ways in which social and cultural factors influence the likelihood of soil erosion;

· Assess the social, economic and cultural influence of soil erosion in the Caribbean; 

· Evaluate the adequacy of mechanisms designed to cope with soil erosion;
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts – The Environment and Culture 

	Waugh. D. (        ) Geography: an integrated Approach


Coral Reefs (Check all the information here for accuracy.)
What are coral reefs?

They are living things made of coral polyps. They are a food supply as well as a habitat for flora and fauna. 

Types of Coral Reefs

· Barrier reefs – These are separated from land by wide and shallow water called a lagoon. Belize has one of the second largest barrier reefs. 

· Fringing reefs - These are found on shallow rocks near the shore. These are most common in the Caribbean. 

· Atoll reefs - These are oval shaped reefs built on top of sunken volcanoes. 

Contributions of coral reefs to Caribbean society and culture 

· Biodiversity 

· They are ecosystems which support a wide variety of marine life (flora and fauna). This aids with tourism as well as fishing. 

· Medicine 

· Ingredients of some medicines include chemicals found in sponges found on Caribbean reefs. This has both positive economic and social effects. 

· Potential sun screens 

· Tourism 
· Adventure tourism 

· Reproduces sand which provides us with the beautiful shorelines many tourists find very attractive. 

· Fisheries 

· Employment for many

· Diet 

· Coastal protection 

· Coral reefs help to prevent coastal erosion by reducing the effect of the waves and wind;
· They also aid in the preservation of mangroves and other wetlands.

Threats to coral reefs 

Natural Threats 

· Weather systems such as ESNO 

· Global warming (results in warm temperatures which kills algae living in the polyps)

· Dust from the Sahara introduces soil fungi which destroys some species of reefs
· Droughts and desertification 

Human 

· Increased silting and sedimentation which prevents algae growth within polyps 

· Disconnect between fish nurseries and reefs

· Building of hotels which drain wetlands and change the contours of the coast

· Harvesting of corals for buildings 

· Overgrowth of algae 

· Sewage 

· Agricultural and industrial waste such as fertilizers 

· Warming of temperatures due to hot water emissions from power plants and other industrial activities;

· Overfishing and destructive methods of fishing 

· Tourism 

· Reefs are destroyed from the anchors of ships 

· Reefs are destroyed by the fuel from boats

· Tourists and craftsmen break off the reefs 

Protecting Coral Reefs 

· Establishing parks and reserves 

· Education and awareness 

· Environment Impact Assessment for development and commercial projects. 
Impact of geographical phenomena (hyperlinked activity) 
· The physical of the landscape encourages insularity which hampers regional integration.

· The same makes trade difficult and costly.

The environment and culture

Geography is defined as “the study of our landscape and how we use and interact with it”. 

Sub disciplines of Geography include: 

· Geomorphology - This deals with physical and structural aspects of the environment. It is the study of the evolution and configuration of ricks, soils and landforms (features that make up the earth’s surface).  These include: cliffs, plateaux, mountain, valley, lowlands/plains. 

· Human ecology - This is the branch of ecology that examines the relations of human communities with their particular environment.  

The study of geography tells us that there is a dynamic two-way relationship between the physical environment of any given country and its culture. 

· Physical geographers tend to examine how the physical environment shapes human activities and by extension, their values and beliefs.

· On the other hand, postmodernists believe that humans often shape the landscape in relation to their cultural values and beliefs. 

All aspects of our everyday life are affected including where and how we build, economic activities we engage in, cultural heritage, foods we eat and our infrastructure. Examples 

· Fishing is likely to dominate where the features of land (high altitude and steep gradients) deter human settlement. 

· Mountainous interiors tend to result in coastal people having stronger links with other islanders than with urbanites of their own capital city.

· Settlement patterns in the Lesser Antilles show a preference urban areas on the west coast due to:

· The availability of low lands in the west; 

· Mountainous backbone shelters inhabitants from potentially harmful weather systems;

· This side is usually drier, facilitating sugar cane cultivation in particular. (Mountains force winds to rise over west and therefore deposit moisture in the east.)

Hazards

“A hazard is a naturally occurring or human induced event or process with potential to create loss of life or damage to property and disruption to normal life (smith, 1996). It speaks to a “pre-disaster state”.   

                                                                                                                      Natural Hazards in particular involve extreme atmospheric, hydrological or geological events. 

Typology of natural Hazards affecting the Caribbean Region

	Types of Natural Hazards
	Examples 

	Seismic                     
	Earthquakes – ground shaking, liquefaction and ground failure, tsunamis, terrestrial and submarine landslides

	
	Volcanic – lava flows, pyroclastic flows and surges, lahars, ash clouds, tsunamis

	Meteorological and Hydrological 
	Tropical storms, hurricanes, tropical depressions, northers, high winds, flash floods, storm surges, riverine flooding, coastal flooding, drought, water logging

	Geomorphological 
	Mass movement, land slides, slumping, mudflows, debris flows, rock falls, soil erosion, silting of rivers, silting of harbours, silting of coral reefs, beach erosion, coastal erosion

	Biological 
	Epidemics, human diseases, insect pest outbreaks, plant and animal diseases in farming, forest, bush and grass fires, plant and animal invasions

	Technological 
	Oil and other toxic spills, ground and atmospheric pollution, water borne pollution, industrial explosions, fires, collapse of buildings and other infrastructure, pipeline leakages, poor public health systems.  


2/3 of the region’s disasters between 1900 and 1988 were caused by hurricanes and tropical storms (Office of Disaster Assistance, 1988). Haiti and Jamaica has had the most experience here. Notably however, volcanoes and earthquakes have been responsible for the most deaths from natural disasters.   

Any one of the above hazards may trigger one or more other hazards. Also, each Caribbean country may experience multiple disasters in any given year.  

Natural Disasters 

A natural event is becomes a natural disaster only when it affects people via damage of property, loss of life and or the disruption of social and economic activities. Specifically, when one or more of the following conditions apply; 

· When more than 10 people are killed;

· When 100 (or more) people are reported as affected;

· When a call is made for international assistance;

· When a state of emergency is declared.

Centre for research on the epidemiology of disasters. University Catholique De Louvan in  Belgium

	Types of Hazard
	Natural Causes 
	Examples 
	Impact 

	SEISMIC

	Volcanoes 


	Tectonic activities 

Rift volcanoes – divergent plate boundaries (seafloor spreading) 

Hot spot volcanoes – within crustal plates 

Island volcanoes – convergent plate margins (subduction – represents all volcanoes in the region) 

Prediction – earthquakes and strange gases
Coping – hazard mapping, properly planned and funded disaster response programmes 
	25 active volcanoes (Eastern Caribbean) 

17 eruptions  recorded 

1902 – Mount Pele (Martinique) and Soufriere (St. Vincent)  - also 1972, 1979 

 La Soufriere (Guadeloupe) – 1956, 1976

Montserrat – 1995 -1197, 

2002 – Soufriere Hills

1939 to – kick ‘em Jenny (erupted 11 times)
	Emit magma or lava Pyroclastic flows (gas, ash and rocks) and crystallized minerals. 

Effusive eruptions – slow moving lava 

Explosive – 

Phreatic  - (La Sofriere Guadeloupe) 

Pelean  - (Mt Pele, Martinique)

Volcanic dust, pyroclastic flows and surges, lava flows, gases

Earthquakes 

Phreatic explosions  

Atmospheric as falls 

Landslides and debris flow

Tsunamis 

Acid rain 

Soil fertility – agriculture 

Tourist attractions 

Destruction of farm land, timber resources 

Loss of life

Destruction of infrastructure 

Destruction of communications 



	Earthquakes 


	Tectonic activities 

Stress build up between plates at fault lines leading to the displacement of rocks and the release of energy from a hypocentre (surface equivalent – epicentre)

Depths

3000km + – deep earthquakes, subduction zones, eastern Caribbean

70 -300km – Intermediate, 

-70 km – shallow, transform margins or near to marine trenches, northern Caribbean 

Prediction – changes in ground water quality; unusual animal behaviour; 
Coping – hazard mapping; public awareness programmes, education plans, drills, building codes ; zones and regulations
	Nicaragua - 1972 

El Salvador - 2001 

Puerto Rico – 1670, 1787, 1867, 1918 (116) (Shallow)

Jamaica – 1692 (2000), 1907 (1000) (shallow)

Leeward Islands – 1974 (5000), 2004 (1)

Dominican Republic – 1946

Cayman islands 2004  

Martinique, windward region – 2007 (1)
	Environmental 

(Magnitude is measured by a richter scale) 

Ground shaking 

Surface faulting 

Ground failure and soil liquefaction 

Landslides and rock falls 

Debris and mudflows 

Tsunamis 

Impact 

(Modified Mercalli measures intensity in relation to effects on people) 

Destruction of building structures 

Interruption of water supply and public utility 

Floods from collapsed dams 

Release of hazardous material 

Fires spread of chronic illness 

Social and economic displacement 

Disturbance of economic activities 

Loss of life 



	Tsunamis/tidal waves 
	Usually caused by earthquakes or volcanoes 
	50 recorded events in the Caribbean since 1530 

Puerto Rico – 1918 (40)

Dominican Republic – 1946 (100)

Virgin Islands – 1867 (12)
	

	METEOROLOGICAL AND HYDROLOGICAL 

	Hurricanes 

Hurakan – devil wind 

(typhoons or  willy willies)
	Is a low pressure system accompanied by heavy winds carrying rainfall and which spiral around an eye 

Formed only between 5 an 20 degrees north of the equator 

Season – June 1 to November 30

Movement of ITCZ in the summer and El Nino 

Eye, eye wall

Tropical disturbance – tropical depression -  tropical storm – hurricane (Winds of 74 m/p and up) 

Originate in the Atlantic (Cape Verde Islands) mid season and western Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico at the beginning and end of the season

The track of each hurricane is essentially unique 
	Charlie – 1951

1988 – Gilbert 

1989- Hugo

1992 – Andrew  

1995 – Luis and Marilyn 

1999- Lenny, Mitch 

2001 – Michelle 
	Storm surges – coastal flooding 

Loss of life, injury 

Illnesses and diseases related water and food supplies 

Damage to social and physical infrastructure 

Loss of housing/loss of roofs 

Blocked, destroyed roadways 

Disturbance of social, economic and political activities 

Losses in agriculture and tourism (major industries for Caribbean countries)

Integration

Dependence 

Cultural sharing 

	Flooding 
	Usually caused by hydrological weather systems such as hurricanes as well as tidal waves associated with seismic activities 

Coastal 

Riverine 

Flash flooding 
	Belize is particularly vulnerable 

Most widely reported small scale disasters in the Caribbean 
	Agricultural damage 

Loss of housing 

Landslides

Destruction of road and water systems

Silting of water bodies 

	Droughts 

Creeping hazard 
	Moisture deficiency with serious implications for food production and surface water  supply for a particular region 

Changing weather patterns which result in excessive build up of heat on the earth’s surface 

Meteorological changes which affect rainfall – El Nino (every 2-7 years)

Rainfall is affected by size, relief and location 
	Agricultural drought  - insufficient soil moisture 
Hydrological drought: low/depleted water storage/flow  

Meteorological drought: well-below average or normal rainfall that spans from a few months to a few years.

Guyana – 1998 7 months drought (ESNO)


	Threats to health and nutrition such as water borne diseases

Reduction in agricultural yields and food supply 

Saltwater intrusion on rivers 

Depletion of ground water stores 

Soil erosion 

Loss of bio-diversity 

Starvation, famine 

Reduction in quality of life 

Conflict

Solution-  empirical research; agricultural and land use planning; wise use of natural water sources; public awareness; water conservation; dams 

	GEOMORPHOLOGICAL 

	Soil erosion & accelerated soil erosion 

Creeping hazard
	Detachment of material by either raindrop impact or flow traction and their removal by wind, water or moving ice

Accelerated by activities such as deforestation, poor farming techniques and unplanned housing

Situation tends to be worsened by poverty


	
	Reduction in soil fertility (negatively affects agriculture) 

Silting of water bodies (may increase the chance of flooding) 

Respiratory difficulties 

	Landslides/slope failure 
	Typical in mountainous regions 

Moves soil, weathered bedrock (rigolith) or rocks downhill 

Change in balance between the pull of gravity and the forces of resistance 

May be triggered by seismic activity, torrential rainfall, 

Accentuated by human activity 
	Resulting from hurricanes Michelle and Mitch 

Blue mountains are susceptible due to slope angle and aspect – geologically young, heavily fractured, bedrock deeply weathered 

Judgement cliff, Jamaica – 1692

Preston Lands, Jamaica – 1986 

Carholm-Huxley, Dominica – 1997
	Loss of life

Damage to property and infrastructure 

Disruption of transport and communications

Localized losses of soil resources 

Silting of water bodies 

Dams across rivers 

Flooding 

Social and economic displacement 

	Destruction of coral reefs 

Barrier – Belize 

Fringing –Buccoo reef in Tobago 

Atolls -
	Earthquakes, hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, ESNO, drought and desertification (sahel region of Africa)

Overfishing, blasting, building of marinas, improper sewage treatment and disposal, industrial effluents, hot water emissions, tourism, quarrying dredging 
	Bleaching – Belize 1997, 1982-3 (ESNO), Global warming, 
	Increased damage from hurricanes, tidal waves 

Threats to fishing industry 

Reduction of marine diversity 

Damage to the eco system 


Human activities, natural hazards and Natural Disasters

Importantly, human activities can and often:

· Increase the frequency and severity of natural disasters;

· Create natural hazards where non existed before;

· Limit the potential of our eco-systems to mitigate the effects of natural disasters. 

Explaining the increase in the intensity and frequency of disasters

The number of people affected by natural disasters rose from 50 million to 250 million between the 1960s and 1990s (Smith, 1996). Such was the concern that the UN declared the 1990s the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.  Explanations for this trend include:

· Increase in the population of developing countries (particularly those located in hazardous areas);

· Increased urbanization especially in developing countries usually affected by unplanned and unsafe housing developments;

· Unsustainably land-use practices which lead to soil erosion, landslide, mudslides and flash flooding;

· Increased inequality which limits the ability of the poor to cope with hazardous events;

· Climate change (global warming in particular) which tends to intensify geographical patterns of drought and seasonal flooding.  

Other human activities which increase the intensity and frequency of natural disasters 

· Failure to heed warning signs

· Ignorance or non-compliance to related laws, codes, standards and other regulations 

· Deforestation, clearing of vegetation 

· Unstable farming practices such as slash and burn, overgrazing, vertical hillside ploughing, mining, making of charcoal, shifting agriculture

· Over-urbanization (extensive network of hard impermeable surfaces) 

· Modification of landscapes 

· Tendency for most of the population to be located in coastal areas 

General effects of hazards/disasters 

· Destruction of infrastructure 

· Interrupting economic activities including production

· Irreversible changes to natural resources

· Inflation, increased public spending by the government

· Unemployment 

· Loss of life, injury 

· Health risk due to affected water and food supply 

· Disturbance of social and other activities

· Disorder and integration at the community, national and regional levels

Disaster Management 

Treated as a scientific discipline, disaster management “seeks to mitigate hazard impacts through data collection, data analysis and hazard prediction”. 

Mitigation Strategies

Mitigation strategies are mechanisms used to reduce the negative effects of hazards. These can make the difference between a hazard and a disaster.

· Promote and use water and energy conservation strategies 

· Use of modern engineering and building design

· Land use planning

· Zoning 

· Building standards 

· Promote the use of healthy farming/agricultural methods/techniques

· Reconstructing vulnerable communities 

· Stabilize unstable ground 

· Watershed management including re-afforestation and agro-forestry 

· Retaining walls, check dams, bunding or gabion baskets, paved drains and culverts and levees to reduce the chance of flooding 

· Secure roofs, design and use hurricane plans for homes and schools, identify shelters and stock upon required products in preparation for hurricanes

· Education and awareness 

· Establish and use scientific warning systems 

· Risk assessment (likelihood of given events and likely effects of given events)

· Hazard mapping – (maps reflect spatial distribution, of risk, magnitude and frequency of a variety of hazard)

· Vulnerability assessment – detailed inventories of buildings and infrastructure

· Post disaster relief 

· Evacuation plans, provisions for food and shelter 

· Spreading economic costs more equitably through insurance, taxation and grants

· International aid, remittances, barrels 

· Report damaged utilities as early as possible

· Establishment of disaster agencies nationally, regionally and internationally (Pan Caribbean Prevention and Preparedness Project, Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency, Caribbean Disaster Management Programme {operates out of the UWI)

Gleaner Article

“Corruption, Inequality and Natural Disasters”  
October 31, 2010
Sunday Gleaner

Worthy of note:

· Normal hurricane season 

· Number of systems this season 

· Types and effects highlighted

· Impact of inequality versus poverty on outcomes 

· Role of government in disaster management 

· Community based organisation 

· Responsibility of the local government 

· Passing and implementing relevant bills and policies

Key Questions 

· How active was the hurricane season in question?

· What are some of the main effects of natural hazards on the society?

· How does inequality affect the seriousness/intensity of the impact of natural hazards?

· What is the role of the government in disaster management?

· What is the impact of corruption in this regard?

Activity 
Drama – Use drama showing:

· Differences in how the rich and the poor prepare for hurricanes 

· Coping strategies for a named natural hazard/disaster (before, during and after)

· Earthquake awareness and preparation in Jamaica 

Activity 

Prepare and presents a skit which demonstrates:

· Differences in how the rich and the poor prepare for a hurricane;

· The social, economic and cultural effects of hurricanes 

· The social, economic and cultural effects of earthquakes 

· Earthquake awareness among Jamaicans. 

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to refine their research paper by choosing the most appropriate media for interpreting and presenting the data they will collect.   
	Methods/Activities:

· Demonstration
· Cooperative essay writing 
· Student assessment  

	Topic: Essay Writing  
	
	

	Subtopic: 
· 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Identify the types of information required for given essays;

· Use key words to show transition from one point to another; analysis and evaluation;

· Use knowledge of paragraph composition and essay writing tips to assess their own work. 
	Resource Materials:

· Handouts- Tips on essay writing.  




Essays (and short answer quiz)

1. Outline and assess the various methods/mechanisms  for responding to any one of the following environmental hazards/disasters:

a. Earthquakes and volcanoes 

b. Hurricanes and droughts

2. Discuss the view that tourism, fishing, and farming practices have had and continue to have more damaging effects on the environment than any natural disaster.  

3. Discuss the point of view that poverty greatly increases the potential for hazards to become disasters.  

4. Using two Caribbean countries as examples, examine the extent to which they have developed a comprehensive mitigation strategy for dealing with environmental hazards.  

Contribution of Social Institutions to Caribbean Society and Culture 

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how each societal institution is related to the other institutions and structures, and their contributions to Caribbean society and culture. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 
· Discussion 
· Diagrams/concept maps  
· Role play 
· Case study 

	Topic: Contribution of Societal Institutions to Caribbean Society and Culture  
	
	

	Subtopic: Family 
· Definition 

· Types

· Influence of history/Explanation of types 

· Function 

· Factors affecting function then and now 

· Assessment of contribution to / influence/effect on society
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Define the term family in their own words; 

· Identify the family forms dominant in the Caribbean; 

· Examine the ways in which our history has influenced Caribbean family forms and practices;

· Analyse how the family influences individuals, groups and other social institutions in Caribbean society and culture;
	Resource Materials:

· Handout - Impact of social institutions on Caribbean society and culture 

· McKenzi, H.  and McKenzie, H. ( 1971). The Caribbean Family. 

· Sociology for Caribbean Students: Society and Culture.
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IMPACT OF SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS ON CARIBBEAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE

	Institution 
	Functionalist perspective 
	Marxist perspective 
	Contributions and Challenges 

	Family - a social unit of individuals specifically related by blood, marriage or adoption and linked together in a special type of social relationship, normally sharing a domestic unit.

· Nuclear

· Extended 

· Single parent 

· Sibling 
	The family is responsible for:

· producing and socializing new members of society 

· stabilizing adult personalities 

· shape individual identity and personality 

When functional, the family contributes to social order and fosters value consensus and cultural continuity.

Key functions 

· Reproduction and sexual regulation 

· Socialization 

· Economic cooperation 


	The family:

· Facilitates ruling class control by socialization into accepting the status quo, respect rules and obey authority 

· Reproduces the labour force and motivates the bread winner to remain employed 

· Consume capitalist goods 

· Achieves greater control of women


	· The family was of primary importance during slavery and continues to be a central institution in Caribbean societies.

· Typical characteristics of the Afro-Caribbean family include matrifocality, loose/unstable conjugal bonds, and predominance of extended and single parent structures, male marginality, high illegitimacy rates and strict gendered division of labour. 

· Explanations for these trends include African Retention (M. Herskovitz), Slavery (F. Frazier, F. Henriques, M.G. Smith) and adaptation to socio-economic conditions. 

· Early researchers/ social pathologists deemed the typical Caribbean family denuded and dysfunctional because of the relative absence of the nuclear form. It was therefore blamed for many of the social ills in society.

· The typical Indo-Caribbean family is patrifocal, extended and patriarchal. They are also characterized by various forms of endogamy and exogamy.  These patterns are largely explained by retention, creolization and adaptation to new circumstances. 

· Key issues in the Caribbean family include barrel children, juvenile delinquency, poverty, domestic violence and child abuse, children and women’s rights, male marginalization, crime in the society and changes in education and health policies. 

	Education 

The group of social organizations which see to the transmission of knowledge and skills needed for economic production
	This institution is responsible for:

· Secondary socialization 

· Preparation of persons for the labour force – role allocation 

· Integration of members into society; solidarity, patriotism, value consensus

· Allowing for social mobility, motivating members of society 

· Promoting values such as achievement and equality of opportunity. 

· Bridges the gap between the family and the society

The above is informed by the assumption that society is meritocratic.
	Schools are largely engaged in structural or social reproduction. Education is used to perpetuate ruling class advantage.

· Through streaming and other forms of differentiation they further the inequality between social groups 

· They transmit ruling class ideology and reinforce the false class consciousness

· Through the hidden curriculum the inculcation of the appropriate values and attitudes in the working class;

· It generates a large pool of unskilled or semiskilled workers who compete and settle for low paying working class jobs.

Symbolic Interactionists offer similar arguments noting that teacher student relationships, streaming and the teaching and learning is executed often result in the negative labelling of members of the lower class, reduce the opportunities they are afforded and simply reproduce the social inequalities. Both agree that a ruling class measuring stick is used to judge all students. 
	The education system in the Caribbean has had only partial success in reducing social inequality in society. In fact education has been used historically to reinforce the divisions between the social groups in the society. This institution was one in which the pluralism of which M.G. Smith 
spoke existed, and is still evidenced today along social class lines. 

Education is also largely influenced by our former colonisers Caribbean wide. This legacy includes the major levels of the system (primary, secondary and tertiary), the classification and ranking of schools into traditional (grammar) and non-traditional (technical/vocational, junior high), the use of 11-plus or 12-plus exams, the use of Cambridge exams (general certificate of Education), use of a value laden and somewhat religious curriculum, a close relationship between the church and schools and even the wearing of uniforms in public schools.

Attempts have been made to indigenize our schools and consequent education however. These include:

· The establishment of local universities, primarily the UWI which help to generate local information, develop local technology and resources and help to shape curricula and syllabi which are more in touch with the needs of Caribbean countries. 

· The establishment of the Caribbean Examinations Council which sets and administers Caribbean based school leaving exams (CSEC and CAPE), and designs Caribbean based syllabi for students. 

· Programmes similar to the Primary Education Improvement programme inclusive of the GSAT, across Caribbean countries, and the introduction of the ROSE programme in Jamaica. These are geared at reducing the inequality in access to a high quality of education. 

Many of the changes in the system have been influenced by global factors such as the introduction and use of ICTs, global standards including the ‘Rights of the Child’, free trade and access to markets (seen in the number of foreign students and foreign universities in the Caribbean) as well as the need to adapt to a changing global economy.

All Caribbean countries subsidize the cost of education at all levels. In some countries, education is universal and offered free of cost at all levels. In some countries however, secondary and tertiary education are subsidized rather than completely free to the citizen.  The aim is universal education and 100% adult literacy. 

Challenges in our education system include availability of resources in some countries, limited enrolment of students at the tertiary level; less than 100% adult literacy, street children, inequality in access to and quality of education received across schools, gender inequality and male marginalization, stigmatization of non-traditional education (a trend which is slowly changing), inter-regional competition, quality of teacher training and of late, availability of jobs for teachers.

	Institution 
	Functionalist perspective 
	Marxist perspective 
	Contributions and Challenges 

	Religion 

The pattern emerging from practices and rituals based on shared beliefs about the sacred
	For structural functionalists, religion does the following:

· Enforces the collective conscience of the society. 

· Fosters integration and a sense of belonging for members of the social group 

· Highlights the importance of society and thereby increasing the commitment of members to the society. (Religion is the worship of society.)
	This superstructural tool does the following: 

· Reinforces  the false class consciousness and ruling class ideology;

· It acts as a conservative force as it stifles the impetus to seek change; 

· Acts as an opium for the suffering subject class;

· Is not seen as necessary in a perfect communist society. 
	Religion has always been important to Caribbean people. 

· Religion embodies the entirety of the culture of each ethnic group in the region. 

· It was the primary tool of cultural suppression and assimilation during slavery as slaves were either denied religion or forced to practice Christianity. 

· Ironically, religion provided the main tool of resistance for Africans. Religion (along with the family) has been critical to each ethnic group’s retention /preservation of its culture.

· Religion forms the basis of the subcultural identities of many groups in the Caribbean. 

Most of the religious forms practiced in the Caribbean today are syncretic; that is, they mix African and European religious rituals and beliefs. Examples include Santeria, voodoo, candomble, Orisha, Revivalism and Rastafarianism. 

However, religion illustrates the fact that cultural traits are ranked in a way that usually affords the Afro-creole forms the lowest status in the pyramid (as opposed to the Euro-creole). 

Religion has affected our morality, attitudes to sex and marriage, our work ethic, economic activities and laws, perceptions of health and level of discipline.

The institution is challenged largely by the mass media and by extension, the force of globalization. This has been blamed for the growing secularization of society and changes within many churches which by traditional standards would seem “worldly”. 

	Justice System 

Comprises organizations and structures clearly identified with social control such as the judiciary, police force and the legislature. 

It administers justice- fair treatment of all before the law. 
	· Laws are based on the value consensus. They standardize the rules agreed on by members of society. 

· The justice system executes the integration function as defined by Talcott Parsons. It punishes and thereby deters deviance. 

· It also rehabilitates deviants.
	This institution is used by the bourgeoisie to protect the interests of the ruling class; primarily, private property. 

· The laws are set by and in favour of the bourgeoisie, and unfairly punish the proletariat. 

· Selective law enforcement results in an overrepresentation of proletariats in crime statistics. This is despite the fact that the elite not only commit white collar/elite crimes, but they also play a primary role in lower class crimes. 

· Elite crimes are seen as harder to detect, less severe in their impact on society and are underreported. 
	The justice systems of the Caribbean are largely influenced by our colonial history. Models of government and consequently the legislative arms of most Caribbean countries are influenced by their mother countries. It is noted too that our laws and even the police force were initially designed to suppress rather than to protect individuals. For most Caribbean commonwealth countries, the Privy Council is the highest court of appeal

 Our justice systems have also been influenced by global standards/conventions such as the universal declaration of human rights and the concept of Human Rights.  Constitutions of the Caribbean countries guarantee inalienable human rights such as the right to life, property, conscience, and the right to vote among others.  These rights it is expected are to be enjoyed by all citizens by birth or naturalization regardless of gender, race, age, creed or any other factor which might differentiate one individual/group from another.  

The justice system is one of the least trusted institutions in Jamaica, and its effectiveness is being called into questions in other Caribbean countries as crime rates increase. 

Crime is a distinct feature of Jamaican society and is becoming problematic in other Caribbean countries. Major crimes include trade in narcotics and related crimes such as shooting and murders. There is also an increase in sex related crimes. 

Across the region, challenges to the justice system include:

· The interregional networks which underlie the drug/narcotics/guns trade;

· Corruption;

· Delays due in part to corruption as well as lack of resources;

· Discrimination (affected by gender, race, age, community of residence and social class)

· Inadequate rehabilitative efforts and space in the prison system 

· Inadequate provisions for juvenile delinquents and at risk children;

· Outdated laws pertaining to issues such as rape, homosexuality, incest, child pornography;

· Lack of faith in the system especially given the perception that it is incapable of functioning well;

· Conflicts involved in establishing the CCJ and moving away from the Privy Council 


Family 
Box 6.1  
Matrifocal Families 

1. Differentiate between the concepts matrifocality and matriarchy.

2. Identify the terms which describe the opposites if matrifocality and matriarchy. 

3. Give three possible explanations for the persistence of matrifocality among African Caribbean families. 

4. How if any at all is this trait manifested among the Chinese and East Indians in Caribbean?

5. Discuss/assess the three implications that matrifocality may have on the society. 

6. Matrifocality is one key characteristic of the Caribbean family.  Identify and briefly describe any other two characteristics of the Caribbean family.  

Box 6.2  
Theorizing Caribbean Families

1. It is implied that African retention must have influenced afro-Caribbean family forms and practices.  

a. What is meant by the term “African retentions”?

b. What aspects of Afro –Caribbean family can this argument possibly explain?

2. Assess the validity of this argument.

3. It is implied that the plantation experience may be responsible for much of the forms and practices of the Afro-Caribbean family.  To what extent is this idea true? 

4. It has been well over a century since slavery ended. 

a. To what extent can the above explanations be considered relevant today?

b.  How else can the Afro-Caribbean family be explained? 

Box 6.3  
The sociology of the family 

1. Assess the relevance of Marxist ideas about women in the family to the Caribbean. 

2. Structural functionalists highlight the importance and necessity of the nuclear structure to ensure that the family functions effectively.  

a. What are the functions the family is expected to perform for the society? 

b. How necessary is the nuclear structure for the family to function effectively?

c. Describe three ways in which the family has and continues to influence Caribbean society and culture. (At least one description should speak to its contribution during slavery.) 

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how each societal institution is related to the other institutions and structures, and their contributions to Caribbean society and culture. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 
· Discussion 
· Case Study  
· Debate/Role play 

	Topic: Contribution of Societal Institutions to Caribbean Society and Culture  
	
	

	Subtopic: Education 
· Definition 

· Historical factors influencing education 

· Functions and challenges 

· Assessment of contribution to / influence/effect on a society (then and now)
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Determine/explain the purpose of formal education informed by the theoretical perspectives;
· Assess the ways in which key historical and socio-economic have influenced Caribbean education systems; 

· Examine the effects of and solutions to the major challenges faced by Caribbean governments in providing education.
	Resource Materials:

· Handout - Education in Caribbean 

· Sociology for Caribbean Students: Society and Culture. Jamaica, Ian Randle Publishers.  

	Additional Reading 

Caribbean Islands: social and economic developments, 1800- 1960


Education

Case Study One: Inside Jamaican Schools
Hyacinth Evans 2001 University of the West Indies Press

Schools are “social institutions to which society has given a particular mission to develop the young in worthwhile ways – to pass on knowledge and values, and to develop capabilities, skills and dispositions.”

“We want our teachers to be models of proper behaviour, to teach our children well and to help them be successful in school.  We expect that the schools will provide our children with upward social mobility.” One writer notes though that the schools established in the post emancipation era were “very inferior”, and “teaching was almost entirely by rote or sound without sense”.  The irrelevant curriculum deterred many enthusiastic students and children.  

The purpose was really to socialize students to take their place in that structure through “habit, training, doctrine and discipline – not book learning” (Turner, 1987: 60).  The aims, resources made available and the curriculum have changed over the years, but many of Jamaica’s schools still reflect this history.  

1. Despite the expansion in educational opportunities over the years, the children of unskilled, manual, agricultural and service workers are likely to join their parents in similar positions in the labour market. 

a. Why was the school seen as so critical in the pre-emancipation era to ex-slaves and their children? 

b.  In what ways might this trend described above be explained?

2. Family background includes financial, human and social capital of the family (Coleman 1998).  Human capital speaks to the education of the parents/adults and social capital speaks to the strength and nature of the relationship between the parents and child.  Explain how each aspect of the child’s family background may affect his educational success.  

3. Examine the effects the following factors may have on the school’s ability to develop the young in worthwhile ways and help them experience social mobility:

a. Curriculum 

b. Teacher student relationship 

c. Type of secondary school attended 

Case Study: Hyacinth Evans (2001) - Inside Jamaican Schools (pgs 1-4)

Planning Institute Of Jamaica (2007) – Economic and Social Survey of Jamaica 
Answer the following questions based on the assigned readings and your prior knowledge of the region’s education system. 

Group one 

1.  What is education?

2. Describe at least two ideas we have about how we want education to be organized in the Caribbean.  

3. Identify three major issues affecting education in the Caribbean today.

a. Describe the issues selected citing supporting statistics and other evidence where possible.

b. Explain how identified historical factors have contributed to the presence of each issue identified.

c. Explain how identified contemporary factors contribute to the presence of each issue identified.  

d. For each issue, suggest and justify a strategy for deal with each issue to foster development in education.  

Group two 

4. Evaluate the position that the Conflict perspective provides a more relevant explanation than the Structural functionalist perspective of Caribbean education systems both then (pre and early post emancipation) and now. 

Group three 

5. Briefly describe the nature of the education system in the early post emancipation era. 

6. Describe at least four changes which have taken place in the region’s education system since the early post emancipation period.  

7. Describe and identify at least six expectations we have of our schools in the Caribbean. 

a. For any one of the expectations identified, describe how any three factors affect the extent to which Caribbean schools are able to meet these expectations.  

Group four 

8. A major function and expectation of schools is that it facilitates social mobility. This is also true of Caribbean education systems.

a. Explain how the education system can foster social mobility.

b. To what extent has the education system in Jamaica been successful in meeting this expectation? (Give evidence to support your answer.)

c. What are some of the differences in quality between schools (primary and secondary) which Gordon could have been referring to? 

i. Explain how each variable identified affects the schools ability to foster social mobility.  

Case Study Two 
Box 6.4  
The Sociology of Education

1. Marxists believe that schools operate to maintain the status quo; that is, they simply engage in social reproduction.  Describe how this was evidenced if any at all in the following settings:

a. Pre-emancipation era 

b. Post emancipation era

c. Post independence era or the contemporary era.  

2. Interpretivists contend that the business of teaching and learning is intensely affected by images we create about schooling including ideas about being bright.

a. What are some of the other images or institutional ideas that have affected and still affect the process of schooling in Caribbean schools?

b. Assess the ways in which at least two of these images affect the teacher student relationship and by extension, the educational success of the student.  

3. Structural Functionalists see the education system as contributing to social solidarity and maintaining order in society.  

a. Explain what is meant by social solidarity and social order.

b. Describe at least two ways in which Caribbean schools/education systems aim to achieve this goal.  

4. Identify and explain at least two other benefits can education have for the society.

a. Evaluate the possible effects that the “instrumental” use of education by the individual may have on the society.  

Case Study Three

Box 6.5    Human Development and Education

1. One of the major positions of the human development paradigm is that no one should be denied education for any reason. 

a. Identify at least four groups which are likely to be directly or indirectly denied an education.  Discuss the reasons the members of each group are likely to have this experience. 

b. Describe at least four ways in which support for this position is evidenced in Caribbean education systems.

2. “Knowledge is culturally produced so that merely learning it involves learning other people’s ideas about what every one should know”.

a. In lieu of the above statement assess the importance of the Caribbean Examinations Council and the University of the West Indies.  

3. Discuss the idea that the economy and by the extension the society have more to gain from equity in education.  

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how each societal institution is related to the other institutions and structures, and their contributions to Caribbean society and culture. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 
· Discussion 
· Case Study
· Debate 

	Topic: Contribution of Societal Institutions to Caribbean Society and Culture  
	
	

	Subtopic: Religion  
· Definition 

· Characteristics of Caribbean religions/syncretism in religion

· Influence of historical experiences

· Assessment of contribution to / influence/effect on society
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Identify religions based on given characteristics;

· Identify the religious belief systems dominant in the Caribbean; 

· Examine the ways in which our history has influenced Caribbean religious forms and practices;

· Analyse how religion influences individuals, groups and other social institutions in Caribbean society and culture;
	Resource Materials:

· Handout – Impact of social Institutions  



	Additional Reading 

Handout - religion in the Caribbean. In 

Mustapha, N. (    ). Sociology for Caribbean Students: Society and Culture. Jamaica, Ian Randle Publishers.  


Religion 

Debates 

1. Religion must be considered a critical component of any development strategy for Caribbean countries. – OR-     Religion must be considered a critical component of any crime fighting strategy for Caribbean countries.

2. Equity is an impossible ideal in the context of a religious society.                                                   (Evidence must be drawn from both our historical and contemporary experiences.) – OR – Religion in the Caribbean reinforces social differences more than it integrates Caribbean people.

3. Religion should be seen as nothing but an ideological tool used by one elite or another to control the masses of the Caribbean.  

Discuss in relation to the major religions practiced in your country. 

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how each societal institution is related to the other institutions and structures, and their contributions to Caribbean society and culture. 
	Methods/Activities:

· Lecture 
· Discussion 
· Position paper

	Topic: Contribution of Societal Institutions to Caribbean Society and Culture  
	
	

	Subtopic: Social Justice System  
· What is social justice 

· Underlying principles/international conventions

· Origin and development of Caribbean criminal justice systems

· Theoretical perspectives  

· Assessment of contribution to / influence/effect on society (then and now)
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Examine the ways in which our history has influenced Caribbean social justice systems 

· Evaluate how key factors limit the potential of Caribbean social justice systems;

· Suggest ways in which major challenges to Caribbean social justice systems; 

· Analyse how the social justice system influences individuals, groups and other social institutions in Caribbean society and culture;

· Evaluate the cultural relevance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (pg 189 of text)

· Explain the functions of the constitution (regulate govt, outline citizens’ rights and responsibilities; outlines laws and associated sanctions)
	Resource Materials:

· Handout – Impact of social Institutions  

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach




The Justice System 

Activity 

Position paper 

1. Describe the origin of our justice system 

2. Outline the main/underlying principles of our justice system.  

3. Outline at least three major challenges/difficulties in our justice system.

4. Put forward a set of strategies that may be used to improve/remedy the problems in our justice system.  

Or 
Create a scrapbook/portfolio of 10 newspaper clippings about the justice System in Jamaica.  For each article, give your reflection/commentary on the issue presented.   

	Lesson #: 
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how to interpret and discuss the findings of their social research by highlighting the key elements of each section.
	Methods/Activities:

· Reading and evaluation examples from the text;

· Demonstration 

· Listing and categorizing 

	Topic: Social Research  
	
	

	Subtopic:   

· Interpretation of findings 

· Discussion of findings 
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Properly sequence their interpretation and discussion to reflect the objectives of the research; 

· Make links between different parts of the research design as it relates to the data interpreted and discussed.    
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach 

· Handouts- 

a. IA outline 




	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how various aspects of our interactions within our global environment have and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and guide them in assessing useful ways in which we can and have been coping.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· PPT

	Topic: Impact of Global Interactions on Caribbean society and culture   
	
	

	Subtopic:  (introductory)
Understanding globalization 

· Defining globalization

· Dimensions and characteristics of globalization 

· Facilitators of globalization 

· Technology, trade, ideology, organizations 

· Beginning of Caribbean-global interactions
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Define globalization after examining the key features of contemporary globalization; 

· Describe the various dimensions of globalization;

· Assess how the identity of Caribbean people has been influenced by colonialism;

· Evaluate the ways in which multinational corporations and multilateral organisations facilitate globalization; 

· Explain how colonialism and imperialism have shaped the nature of Caribbean global interactions;
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach



	Additional Readings 
Bernal, L.R. (1999). The Caribbean in the international system: Outlook for the first twenty years of the twenty-first century. In Benn, D. & Hall, K. (2000). (Eds.) Contending with Destiny: The Caribbean in the 21st Century. (pp. 295 – 325). Jamaica, Ian Randle Publishers.   


Impact of Global Interactions

 Globalization may be seen as an intense level of time and space compression fostered by advanced technologies and new ideologies applied to trade, communication and travel.  

The Levin Institute defines it as “a process of interaction among the people, companies, and governments of different nations; a process driven by international trade and investment and aided by information technology.  

[image: image10.png]14. GLOBALISATION

DEVELOPMENT OF GLOBALISATION

¢ Global nature of capital and rise of global markets. * Awareness of environmental issues with global
¢ Global movement of people around the world. : consequences.
¢ Increasing importance of information technology in * Political issues stretching beyond the nation state.

production, consumption and [eisure.

Aspects of globalisation

» Economic — intensification of economic competition around production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.
¢ Political - attack on nation state and nationalism but also strengthening of national boundaries and increased nationalism.

e Cultural - consequences of globalisation on local cultures. Growth of transnational corporations.

Globalisation and culture

» Revolution in communication systems: satellite TV; cable TV; Internet communication.

» Consequences for size of audiences and concentration of media ownership.

» Consequences, too, for relationships with Third World countries — cultural imperialism and McDonaldisation.

A

GLOBALISATION AND CULTURAL IMPERIALISM

Cultural imperialism = promotion of western culture as superior to that of non-western cultures.

Media imperialism = Process where ownership, structure, distribution and/or content of media in any one country are subject to
strong external pressures from another country or countries. A one-way process.

a4

Advantages Disadvantages

* Possibility of national boundaries dissolving as world ¢ From a Marxist perspective it exports ideology of
becomes ‘global village'. consumerism and capitalism to Third World.

¢ World is becoming media-saturated. We witness world ¢ World is becoming media-saturated. World events
events simultaneously as a global audience (e.g. become spectacles so we do not differentiate
Demolitioh of Berlin Wall). between them.

* Functionalists would see people connected into global ¢ Widens the gulf between media-rich and media-poor.
communities of interest and value commitment. International communication has followed flow of power

; ) from West to rest of world.

¢ Third World countries are themselves becoming involved ¢ Undermines indigenous cultures by imposing American
in production, especially of information hardware. Some media products. Creates an information imbalance
countries successfully producing own media content. between nations.

A GLOBAL MEDIA CULTURE?

A global media culture:will have values of:
s free market

* consumerism

» individualism

» commercialism.

Research needed to see if thisis the case. .

¢ More homogenised culture — | .-
seen in global consumption ' '

' of products of Trans National

- e [nternational media environment much -
Corporations.

more complex than this. :

YES - ) NO ‘ o “Assumes a direct effects model of
o Cultural factors seen as more audience behaviour.
~ significant than political or
economic in producing .
global culture. ‘ * Increasing amount of resistance to

global culture. :

. ‘Hybridity of cultures = mixing of
cultural styles to produce something
unique. [





Activity 

Caribbean Global Interactions 

Create a concept web to summarize the phenomenon of Caribbean global interactions. Headings on your web should include:
· Definition 

· Key features of globalization 

· Caribbean induction into the global economy 

· Effects of globalization – 

· Effects of Caribbean global interactions on the region and on extra-regional countries 

· Theoretical explanations 

· The way forward for Caribbean countries

Tips 
· Use it as a tool to summarize the information you have garnered

· Use bulleted points 

· Use lines/arrows, brackets and other tools to show how different concepts are related

Caribbean Induction into Globalization
· Began with European imperialism which led to the colonization of the new world;

· Colonialism is the political, economic and cultural control/domination of one nation by another. 

· For us, this led to the establishment of plantation societies premised on the plantation system of production and slavery. George Beckford describes the contemporary result as plantation society. They are otherwise known as post-colonial societies: ex-colonies of European countries significantly characterised by the legacy of the plantation system. 

The New Globalization 
This is differentiated from earlier forms of globalization as it is more intense due to technology and other facilitating factors. It is further distinguished by the emergence of a global village and a global culture. 

Key components include:

Economic 

· Transnational companies/Multinational Corporations

· In 2001, the 200 largest TNC’s employed 3% of the world’s population and were responsible for 28% of global economic activity.  

· The three richest men (2001) (all owners of technology oriented companies) together owned wealth equivalent to the GDP’s of the world’s 43 poorest countries.  

· These are critical as they appear to transfer wealth and control from the hands of governments and members of the private sector. In so doing they threaten the autonomy of the sate for smaller countries in particular. 

· They also impact labour, movement, the use of resources and the enforcement of the global culture. 

· Multilateral Organizations 

· Formed between three or more nations to address specific issues of common interest. 

· Political and economic power account for much of what happens in these organizations (G-8 countries)

· They direct/govern in the specified areas across the globe based on decisions made by the member countries. 

· WTO, IMF, IBRD/World Bank, ILO, UN, WHO and FIFA for examples 

· These organizations tend to be guided by what are now considered global ideologies such as;

· Fundamental human rights;

· Free market/market liberalization/ TNA- There is No Alternative to free market capitalism!

· Trade Blocs - These are agreements between countries to reduce barriers to trade between participating parties. These include:

· Free Trade Areas- involves only removal of barriers between member countries with no common policies for dealing with non-members. NAFTA(Canada, United States of America and Mexico)

· Customs Union – differentiated from the free trade area by the use of a “common external tariff”. (ASEAN – West Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxemburg)

· Common Market – This involves the removal of all internal barriers as well as the use of a common external policy.  

· Monetary Union – logical step from a customs union. This involves the coordination of monetary policies including taxes. 
· Political union – approximated by the European Union. 

Essentially, the players in the global setting are not single countries or individuals, but increasingly powerful blocs. 

· Emphasis on efficiency

Political 

· Emphasis on democracy 

· Neo-liberal free market policies 

· Trade treaties 

Cultural 

· Mass consumption 

· Cultural imperialism 

· Name brand marketing 

· Cable 

· Music 

· Foods and festivals – entertainment and cultural expression 

· Global culture and cultural universals 

Ideological 

Environmental 

· Transnational impact of ecological damage 

· International/transnational response to environmental damage 

· Kyoto protocol (also see international civil aviation organization)

· CCCC – CARICOM Climate Change Centre 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs)

· Electronic communications and air travel

· Changes labour/working world and personal/domestic activities 

· Changes content and quality of as well as access to education

· These also help to shape the global culture, spread cultural imperialism essentially intensify the magnitude of globalization. 

The creator of ICTs set the standard are able to maintain a global advantage.  

Impact of Globalization 


	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how various aspects of our interactions within our global environment have and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and guide them in assessing useful ways in which we can and have been coping.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· Case study

	Topic: Impact of Global Interactions on Caribbean society and culture   
	
	

	Subtopic:  
Influence on Global Interactions 

· Consumption patterns

· Creative expressions 

· Education
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Evaluate/assess the influence of extra-regional countries on the consumption patterns, creative expressions and education in the Caribbean; 

· Evaluate/assess the influence of Caribbean countries on the consumption patterns, creative expressions and education in extra-regional countries.
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach

· Handout - 



	Additional Readings 
Bernal, L.R. (1999). The Caribbean in the international system: Outlook for the first twenty years of the twenty-first century. In Benn, D. & Hall, K. (2000). (Eds.) Contending with Destiny: The Caribbean in the 21st Century. (pp. 295 – 325). Jamaica, Ian Randle Publishers.   


	Lesson #   
	Date:

Duration:
	Aim: The teacher aims to help the students to understand how various aspects of our interactions within our global environment have and continue to shape Caribbean society and culture and guide them in assessing useful ways in which we can and have been coping.
	Methods/Activities:

· Discussion 

· Lecture 

· Student presentations 

· Case study

	Topic: Impact of Global Interactions on Caribbean society and culture   
	
	

	Subtopic:  
Influence on Global Interactions 

· Political influences 

· Sport 

· Religion
	Specific Objectives: At the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

· Evaluate/assess the influence of extra-regional countries on the government/politics, sport and religion in the Caribbean; 

· Evaluate/assess the influence of Caribbean countries on the government/politics, sport and religion in extra-regional countries.
	Resource Materials:

· Main Text – CAPE Caribbean Studies: An interdisciplinary approach

· Handout 



	Additional Readings 
Bernal, L.R. (1999). The Caribbean in the international system: Outlook for the first twenty years of the twenty-first century. In Benn, D. & Hall, K. (2000). (Eds.) Contending with Destiny: The Caribbean in the 21st Century. (pp. 295 – 325). Jamaica, Ian Randle Publishers.   


Some effects of Caribbean Global Interactions

Creative Expressions

Sublanguages in the region:

· Kweol – French 

· Patois – English and sometimes French 

· Papiameto – African, Spanish, Portuguese and mostly Dutch 

These are popularly used in songs, poems, literature and music. 

Dances 
Zoule – Found in the French islands. It is a version of the lambada which mixes reggae, salsa and merringe.  

Music 

· Content of local music/lyrics affected by global processes – more emphasis on the popular rather than social and political commentary;

· Reliance on technology to produce digital sounds

· Incorporation of steel pan in rap 

· New forms of access – bootlegging, internet, ipods etc 

Festivals  

· Imported materials for carnival and other costumes 

· Computer generated images of costumes 

· Technology based reproduction of music replacing music trucks 

· Move from mass revelry to elites/exclusiveness based on cost of carnivals

Festivals celebrated abroad

· Canada – Caribana 

· Germany – Carnival of the cultures (Berlin)

· America – Labour Day festival (New York)

· West Indian Day Parade 

· Sydney Bacchanal – (Australia) 

Activity 

With the aid of your text-books, explore other influences of Caribbean-global interactions by completing the attached table. 

Impact of the Caribbean on extra-regional countries 
	Area of Influence  
	Evidence of Influence 
	Evaluation 

	Politics and Government 
	· Immigration laws 

· Anti –govt stance of immigrants 

· Legislations – affected by immigrant lobby and interest groups 

· Candidacy in foreign elections

· Voting rights to naturalized migrants 
	

	Economy 
	· Productivity – farmers and entrepreneurs 
· Tax – increased government revenue 

· Imports – Caribbean people buying their exports increases their income

· Cheap labour
	

	Social 
	· Technology affects communication patterns, transfer of norms
· Affects the laws and justice system
	

	Festival
	Notting Hill – worthwhile response to racial conflict 
Labour day – help cope with homesickness 

Caribana – came out of Canada’s centenary celebrations; began as a heritage project
	Employment, integration, cultural diffusion and relativism; marketing of Caribbean cultures/tourism 

	Rastafarianism 
	Show casing Caribbean culture 
Economic- promoting and popularising festivals; tourism and art 

Has given impetus to other social movements 
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‘

GL'OBALISATION AND GOVERANCE

e As economlc and envirenmental problems have
become international, nations have
increasingly pooled sovereignty to resolve
them.

* Increase in the number of intergovernmental
organisations, for example NATO, and the EU. .

* Growth in world organisations such as the
United Nations and the World Trade
Organisation.

* World organisations are increasingly taking the

lead in solving global political problems.

Internationally recognised standards of

behaviout, such as the Convention on Human

Rights, are increasingly incorporated in the

laws of nation-states.

* A new ‘Cosmopolitan Ordet’ is being created in
which no nation has sole jurisdiction over its
territory. -

| e Democratic ideas are being adopted

everywhere..

* Growth of the ‘cyberstate’, in which
commercial enterprises, connected by
electronic meanhs, are the future world order.

Arguments and evidence for globalisation

. Electronic commumcatlons have
increased the flow of information across
the globe. :

*  Time and space restrictions on political
-+ action have beendissolved as mass -
communications have become
instantaneous.. © : )
v Nation:states look to international legal
.. isystems to arbltrate in s:tuatlons of
dispute.’

R4 Politic,al‘fdi'sputés'between nations-are
“carried on in front of a world media and
care is taken to present a case in a quarrel’
to the world community.

~ v/ Ideas of liberal democracy are
“triumphant everywhere.

GLOBALISATION AND THE NATION-
STATE

¢ Growth of ‘trans-national practices’ such as
electronic financial dealings, make it difficult
for governments to control economies.
Environmental problems transcend national
boundaries and make it difficult for one nation
to protect its citizens.
Global migration has decreased the uniformity
of national populations.
National identities have been undermined by
growth of trans-national and regional identities.
Political decisions are increasingly taken
internationally rather than with the nation-
state, e.g. the Kosovo situation.
* Activity centrally associated with the nation-
state is given over to international structures,
e.g. the unified military commands of NATO.
Individuals are destabilised in a global culture
and assert their identity in terms of common
humanity.
* Free movement of ideas undermines the
‘imagined community’ of the nation-state.

' Arguments and evidence against globalisation

- located at the leve!

Conclusion

: Whlle the pace sof global change has quickened and there has been mcreasmg global
political action, the case for globahsat:on s not yet proven. While many events. '
would support globalisation, fragmentation and localisation can also be evidence |
_against globahsatlon Polmcal action has become multi-layered rather than just

] "rse layers would mclude global reglonal

¥
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MULTI- z>._._OZ>_| CORPORATIONS BECOME TNCs (TRANS-
NATIONAL OOI_uOm>._._Ozmv

_son_m_.:_mm:o: theory | _Dependency theory

* Sees role of industrial firms with more .® Sees role of MNCs as negative,
than one centre of operations (MNCs) exploiting TW workers and acting as
as good for development. . agents of metropolis.

» MNCs invest in developing world, * Most profits made in TW patriated to
bringing work and contributing to GDP home base of MNC legally or through
of undeveloped nations. dubious accounting.

MNCs grow in order to compete in a global market-place, by acquiring other firms‘and

| amalgamating with corporations regardless of national boundaries. They lose their ‘centres
of operation’ and operate on a global basis with little regard for any national interest,
whether FW or TW. Result is that TNCs owe no allegiance to ‘any stage, only to their own
shareholders, who themselves have a global profile. It is drive for profit, not national
interest, which governs their decision-making.

GROWTH OF INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES

Governmental = . Quasi-governmental and others
* Governance of globe being transferred -| o Conflict resolution handled by
to transnational agencies such as international courts.
United Nations or NATO (e.g. Kosovo). ¢ Adherence to Declaration of Human
* Increasing political co-operation on Rights policed by international
regional basis (e.g. European Union). agencies. ’
* Global issues determined by global * Aid and charity agencies organised
conferences (e.g. Rio conference on internationally.
environment). , * Sport and culture organised on global
¢ Security and other cross-border issues basis (e.g. Olympics). ,
routinely organised across national ¢ Economic issues dealt with by
boundariés. : ; international bodies (e.g. World Trade
Organisation).

IMPACT ON THE NATION-STATE

AND NATIONAL IDENTITY

1. Undermining nation-state

* Changes nature of citizenship, so that
identities can extend beyond the
national, into imagined communities of
global community or virtual communities
of cyberspace.

* Undermines ability of nation-state to
determine own future. State has to take
into account interests of partners and
neighbours if it is to operate effectively.

¢ Foreign policy increasingly a collective
process, involving other nation-states and
international organisations.

¢ Produces a global consumer culture, in
which goods and services are universal,
regardless of location.

¢ "Adherence to .international standards of
human rights - limits legal sanctions-of
nation-state.

* Loss of sovereignty by acceptance of
international courts’ jurisdiction.

. Limited impact on nation-state
National identities still strong.
National interests still determine policy.
.Adherence to international standards
provisional not absolute.

e e o N

b

Strengthens national identities

* Globalisation encourages ‘break-away
ethnicity’ as old empires crumble.

* Small nations can operate globally as
well as large ones.

* Localisation encourages devolution of

powers to lowest denominator

(subsidiarity).

APPROACHES TO
GLOBALISATION AND
NATIONAL IDENTITY

1. Realist

». Dominant players on
international scene remain the
nation-state.

* Not globalisation but
internationalisation.

¢ Inter-state relations still most
important dimension.

¢ Emphasis remains 337\ on
nation-state.

2. Neo-Marxist

* Global dimension is a capitalist
world-order.

¢ International relations
characterised by inequality not
co-operation.

¢ International agencies reflect
Jinterests of dominant capitalist
nations.

* Emphasis remains firmly on class
relations, on a global scale.

3. Liberal-pluralism

* Recognises importance of human
rights and environment as issues
for global action.

* Stresses importance of
international agencies in dealing
with cross-national issues.

¢ Emphasis is on the international
aspects of a global politics.

* National identity remains
important in context of
increasing global profiles.





Response to the global Challenge 
· Resistant cultures 

· Regional integration – trade blocs e.g. CSME
· Indigenous commodities and niche markets (marketing products such as brand Jamaica, reggae and other Caribbean music forms)
The arts and popular culture

Arts and popular culture have always been instrumental in the expression of who Caribbean people are and the preservation and evolution of their culture.  They prove beneficial as they foster critical analyses of our norms and values; they highlight the need for discrimination in our global exchanges and are also a major source of income for many Caribbean people. 

Arts – expressions of human creativity such as drama, literature, painting, sculpture, architecture, dance and music. 

Popular culture –Speaks to the vernacular or colloquial/the people’s culture usually disseminated via the mass media, magazines, television, radio, Internet. It is largely the result of the interaction between media industries and their consumers and most typically appeal to a broad spectrum of the public. They “are accessible to produced by, and enjoyed by the majority of the people in society’ and thereby reflect certain key symbols, rituals representing some of our deepest values and beliefs.  

Examples – festivals, carnivals, sports, fashion and hair styles.  

Contribution of Art and Popular Culture to Caribbean Development 

2. Portraying the Caribbean experience 
· Examples – Edna Manley, Earl Lovelace, Derek Walcott, Vidia  Naipaul, Bob Marley, Bendel Hymes (painter) 

· They illuminate our physical and social environments and the emotional experience of being Caribbean. Example Derek Walcott work, Islands (for Margaret) 1962
· In reflecting our historical experience they aid us in analysing and interpreting various features of Caribbean heritage. 

· One example Edna Manley’s Negro Aroused 1935 which reflected the movement of the suppressed black people engaged in the labour riots of the 1930’s. Exhibited internationally it gave voice to the people’s protest as well as to the needs and strengths of Caribbean people.

· George Lamming’s 1963 work The Pleasures of exile had similar effects showcasing our struggle against cultural oppression and the reclaiming of our voice despite limitations posed by a European vocabulary. 

· The Mighty Sparrow documents through calypso, the struggles of the steelbandsmen for acceptance by elite society.  

· They also reflect our experience of exile and otherness. 

· The concern here is with being removed from our homelands as well as various forms of exclusion from mainstream life. An example here is Bob Marley’s Redemption Song.
3. Critiquing the Caribbean 

· Here authors such as Vidia Naipaul (The Suffrage of Elvira, 1958) pretentious, ridiculous and delusional we sometimes are. 

· Others such as Jamaica Kincaid (Lucy, 1991) examine the relevance of societal institutions, influenced as they were by our colonial experiences. 

· Today, music of various genres provides commentary on social structures, the political systems and other important issues affecting life in the Caribbean. Examples include Buju Banton’s “Deportee” (things change) and “Untold Stories”.
Aubrey Cummings 

· “Not only a musician of a generation, he is a cultural hero”- C. Vibert CambridgePh.D
· Guyanese 
· 1947 - 2010
· Guitarist, vocalist, bandleader 
· Also drew; joined the group Bumble and the Saints in 1965
· Popular work –A flower named June, Annalie, Think I’m in love, Children of Sanchez, composed the song West Indian People for Carifesta 1981, 
· 1984 and 1985 – best vocalist award in Barbados, won prizes at song festivals put on by the CBU
Paule Marshall - "Africa, Barbados, Brooklyn -- that's the triangle that defines me and my work," (Times Topics)
· Born to Barbadian parents in Brooklyn NY, 1929
· Given name – Valenza Pauline Burke 
· Educated in America
· Journalist, essayist, short fiction writer, educator 
· Poetry, prose, 
· Awards – 
· Is a MacArthur Fellow
· Winner of Dos Passos Prize for literature 
· Rosenthal Award for the National Institute of Arts and Letters for Soul Clap Hands and Sing (1961) 

· Before Columbus Foundation American Book Award for Praise song for the Widow (1984) 

· Work – “From the poets in the kitchen”, ‘Brown Girl, Brownstones’ (black emigrant experience in America),  The Chosen Place, The Timeless People, Praise Song for the Widow, Daughters
· Issues – use of language, American to African/American Caribbean and Pan-African sensibility, middle passage in reverse, confronting African heritage, emigration, feminist issues from an Afrocentric perspective 
Beryl McBurnie – The First Lady of Dance  
· 1915 – 2000, Trinidad 

· Dance, choreography and teaching 

· Established the “Little Carib Theatre” (1948)

· Works/pieces – ‘A trip through the Tropics’ ‘soundies’ Sons o’ Fun, Bele, 

· Promoted Trinidadian art and culture through dance and theatre 

· Emphasized and taught folk dance concentrating in the “history and life of the ordinary people”

· Considered a foremother of Parang music (folk music influenced by Venezuelans of Amerindian and African descent who moved to Trinidad)

· Encouraged local musicians and artists, the first to put a steel band on stage (then they were belittled and not seen as real musicians)

· The performance of her troupe in opening of the Federal Parliament in Canada in 1958 influenced the establishment of Caribana festival in the 1960s and the appreciation for Caribbean culture in Canada. 

· Awards 

· 1958 - Order of the British Empire (OBE)
· Doctor of Laws, The University of the West Indies;
· Humming Bird Gold Medal, The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;
· Trinity Cross, The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Martin Carter 

· 1927 – 1977 – Guyana 

· Poet, lecturer – Creative Writing at the UG 

· Political involvement 

· Imprisoned by the British Government for spreading dissention ; participated in People’s Progressive Party procession (was also arrested for the same), ran for elections in the first universal adult suffrage elections in B. Guiana, hunger strike in prison  

· Themes – politics, protest, resistance, revolution 

· Pieces – The Hill of Fore Glows Red (first 1951), This is the Dark Time My Love, The Indian Woman, Poems of Resistance from British Guiana (collection), An Ode to Midnight, Poems of Prison (collection), Poems of Affinity, Poems of Succession 

· Awards 
· 1989 Guyana Prize for Literature

· 1994 Order of Roraima for outstanding contribution to literature

· 1996 Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Prize for Culture for contribution to literature

Ralston ‘Rex’ Nettleford (OM Jamaica)

· 1933 – 2010, Jamaica 

· Scholar, social critic, choreographer, artistic director  (University Singers), cultural historian 

· Founded the National Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica,

· His 1961 study on the Rastafarian did much to change the perception of the group and their consequent integration into the society 

· Works – ‘Boonguzu’, ‘The Crossing”,  ‘Mirror Mirror’ (1969), Manley and the new Jamaica, Roots and Rythms, Caribbean Cultural identity, The University of the West Indies: A Caribbean Response to the Challenge of Change (with Sir Phillip Sherlock), Inward Stretch, Outward Read: A voice from the Caribbean 

· Themes – Caribbean cultural identity, history, folklore and politics, Caribbean development and change

· Awards – too many 

· OCC – Order of the Caribbean Community 

· Order of Merit 

· Fourteen honorary degrees from universities
Louise Simone Bennet-Coverley – Jamaica’s First Lady of Comedy 

· 1919 – 2006 – Jamaica 

· Poet, Folklorist, writer, educator, actress 

· Literary recognition for the dialect of her country 

· Songs – ‘Day dah light’, “Jamaican Folk Songs’ ‘Children’s Jamaican Songs, ‘Carifesta Ring Ding’, ‘Yes mi Dear’

· Poems – ‘Colonisation in reverse’, ‘Dry foot bwoy’, 

· Themes – religion and philosophy of Caribbean people, wit, joys and sorrows of Caribbean people, social and political life 

· Awards 

· OM, OJ, 

· Most Excellent Order of the British Empire

· Musgrave silver and gold Medals (Institute of Jamaica)

· Norman Manley Award for Excellence (in the field of Arts)

Derek Walcott

· 1930 –   St. Lucia 

· Poet, playwright, art critic 

· Founded the Trinidad Theatre Workshop – 1959 

· Professor of Poetry (University of Essex)

· Work – “In a Green Night” (collection), ‘The Prodigal Son’, ‘Omeros’, “Dream on Monkey Mountain’, ‘Crossroads’, ‘Drums and Colours: an epic drama”

· Themes – celebrating Caribbean history, the effects of colonialism and post-colonialism, language, power and place 

· Awards 

· Nobel Peace Prize for literature (1992)

· T.S. Elliot Prize 

· MacArthur Fellowship 

· Commonwealth Award of Distinguished Service 

Worthy of Note – UWI Extra Mural Department

Factors which affect how the region copes with globalization 

· Inequalities ( social, political, economic {technological}) 

· Multilateral organizations – trade blocs, governing bodies, multilateral agreements and conventions 

· Low levels of regional integration 

· Nature of governments

· Quality of labour force 

· History – blamed largely for much of the initial disadvantages faced by Caribbean countries.  The legacy includes: 

· Dependence – political, economic, social 

· Limited economic diversity 

· Limited research, resource and technology – limited generation of knew relevant technical knowledge

· Cultural and social inferiority 

· Insularity and internal competition 

The result is that Caribbean countries are:

· Always catching up 

· Always assimilating 

· Faced with an increasing gap between our current and our desired position 

G-8 countries 
 France
Germany
Italy
Japan
United Kingdom
United States

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada" \o "Canada"
Russia
The European Union is represented within the G8.

G20 

The G-20 represents 85% of the world's gross domestic product (GDP) and comprises the seven major industrialized nations—Britain, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, Germany, and the United States—plus Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, and Turkey. It also includes the 27-nation European Union, represented by France, which holds the rotating EU presidency. Both the IMF and World Bank participate.

Kyoto Protocol

The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The major feature of the Kyoto Protocol is that it sets binding targets for 37 industrialized countries and the European community for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions .These amount to an average of five per cent against 1990 levels over the five-year period 2008-2012.

The major distinction between the Protocol and the Convention is that while the Convention encouraged industrialised countries to stabilize GHG emissions, the Protocol commits them to do so.

Recognizing that developed countries are principally responsible for the current high levels of GHG emissions in the atmosphere as a result of more than 150 years of industrial activity, the Protocol places a heavier burden on developed nations under the principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities.”

	The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on 11 December 1997 and entered into force on 16 February 2005. The detailed rules for the implementation of the Protocol were adopted at COP 7 in Marrakesh in 2001, and are called the “Marrakesh Accords.”


The Kyoto mechanisms
Under the Treaty, countries must meet their targets primarily through national measures. However, the Kyoto Protocol offers them an additional means of meeting their targets by way of three market-based mechanisms.

The Kyoto mechanisms are:

· Emissions trading – known as “the carbon market" 

· Clean development mechanism (CDM)
· Joint implementation (JI).

The mechanisms help stimulate green investment and help Parties meet their emission targets in a cost-effective way.

Monitoring emission targets
Under the Protocol, countries’actual emissions have to be monitored and precise records have to be kept of the trades carried out.

Registry systems track and record transactions by Parties under the mechanisms. The UN Climate Change Secretariat, based in Bonn, Germany, keeps aninternational transaction log to verify that transactions are consistent with the rules of the Protocol.

Reporting is done by Parties by way of submitting annual emission inventories and national reports under the Protocol at regular intervals.

A compliance system ensures that Parties are meeting their commitments and helps them to meet their commitments if they have problems doing so.

Adaptation
The Kyoto Protocol, like the Convention, is also designed to assist countries in adapting to the adverse effects of climate change. It facilitates the development and deployment of techniques that can help increase resilience to the impacts of climate change.

The Adaptation Fund was established to finance adaptation projects and programmes in developing countries that are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol. The Fund is financed mainly with a share of proceeds from CDM project activities.

The road ahead
The Kyoto Protocol is generally seen as an important first step towards a truly global emission reduction regime that will stabilize GHG emissions, and provides the essential architecture for any future international agreement on climate change.

By the end of the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol in 2012, a new international framework needs to have been negotiated and ratified that can deliver the stringent emission reductions the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has clearly indicated are needed.

The two-way influence of Caribbean-

Global interactions

Activity: Complete the table below. 

	Area of Influence  
	Caribbean’s influence on extra-regional countries 
	Influence of extra-regional countries on the Caribbean  

	Politics and Government 
	
	

	Economy 
	
	

	Social 
	
	

	Festival
	
	

	Popular Arts and Culture 
	
	

	Religion  
	
	

	Sports 
	
	

	Tourism 
	
	


	Area of Influence  
	Caribbean’s influence on extra-regional countries 
	Influence of extra-regional countries on the Caribbean  

	Politics and Government 
	Power to lobby 

Changes in deportation and immigration policies 

Strength to anti-communist groups in the USA (Cuba) 

Extradition exercises (Christopher Coke)  

Participation in international crimes/effects of international crimes – lotto scamming, drug trade, human trafficking and money laundering 
	

	Economy 
	Employment / brain gain 
	

	Social 
	
	

	Festival
	
	 

	Popular Arts and Culture 
	
	

	Religion  
	Rastafarianism 

Dress, symbols, colour, beliefs, ideas and principles

Caribbean studies and cultural studies in foreign schools 
	

	Sports 
	
	Opportunities to gain recognition through traditional and non-traditional sports



	Tourism 
	
	


Essay Question
1. Describe the factors that have led Caribbean migrants to make a home away from home. 20 marks 

Activity - Case Studies
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picture
 one 
https://segueuserfiles.middlebury.edu/amst0704a-s08/globalization-uber-allies.jpg
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Picture two 
http://www.ykuusa.org/english/whycross/globalization.jpg
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Picture three 
http://www.purgatorius.org/Archives/Jul-Sep%20Images/Globalization.jpg
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Picture four 
http://www.zazona.com/ShameH1B/images/Humor/MultinationalPledge.jpg
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Picture five 
	Picture two 

	· Goods sold - Prescription drugs, furniture, labour, entertainment, recreation, clothes, energy 

· Bill Gates – autonomy, wealthy capitalists, challenge to the political and economic authority of others

· Cooperative gun nuts – internationalization of criminal networks 

· Trade unions – reduce profit and exploitation; are considered problematic and a deterrent to investors

· FTAA- Trade blocs – typical of global economics; empowers already rich countries as well as capitalists

· Free oil – extraction of resources , provision of raw materials – primary production 
· Home depot lumber yard – primary level production 

· Your former job  - outsourcing 

· Might as well move it closer – growing influence of global ideology (see Cuba) 
· Toxic dump – environmental hazard 

· Whoppers and big macs – MNC’s, cultural imperialism, 

· K-Mart clothing line – imports, change in cultural values, stifling of local economies 

· Dependence – post and neo-colonialism 

· Technology -  factory farms (genetically modified foods)

Picture three 

	· Multilateral organizations and trade blocs work hand in hand to enhance the capitalists position

· Free trade is the accepted economic mode; but it is more beneficial to first world countries and capitalists than it is to unskilled and to the third world. 

· Trade unions are less powerful, workers lose their rights 

· Third world workers are exploited for their labour

	Picture four 

	· Environmental damage resulting from instrumental approach to natural resources;
· Global reach of the negative effects of first world activities 

· Exploitation via MNCs and INCs 

· Negative impact of technology 

· Fast pace of globalization

	Picture five 

	· Commitment to profit rather than country and people 
· Cheap labour, poor working conditions

· Free trade 


Presentations 

Using examples and illustrations assess the various ways in which any one of the following aspects of society and culture of both regional and extra-regional countries has been affected by global interactions/globalization.  (Bear in mind both colonial and post colonial/contemporary experiences.)

· Politics and government 

· Tourism 

· Sports 

· Cultural/creative expressions 

· Consumption Patterns 

· Religion 

· Education 

For each, speak to the direction in which the influence is greater.

Impromptu Debate 
1. The Jamaican economy would have been better off today had Michael Manley not implemented socialist policies in Jamaica in the 1970s.

2. Tourism is generally more harmful that it is beneficial to our social development. 

3. Women have been just as essential or critical to Caribbean development as men. 

4. An open/free market economy is more conducive to human development than a planned economy. 

5. Natural hazards/disasters are the biggest threats to regional development. 

6. Our music culture clearly reflects the dominance of extra-regional bodies on our expressive culture. 

7. Industrialization by invitation is an inherently flawed strategy for development.

Quiz/test 

Colonial and post-colonial society 

1. Define the term postcolonial society.






2 marks 

2. Define the term “neo-colonial society”.





2 marks 

Carnivals 

1. State one possible source of the origin of the carnival in the Caribbean.  

1 mark 

2. Identify two periods/seasons in which carnivals usually occur in the Caribbean. 
1 mark 

3. State two events that carnivals in the Caribbean are used to celebrate.

2 marks 

4. Identify one major extra-regional factor which has influenced Caribbean carnivals in the contemporary period.







1 mark 

5. Describe one way in which technology has influenced the nature of carnivals in the Caribbean. 











2 marks

6. Identify four types of theatre arts found in the Caribbean.



4 marks 

1. Give four examples of techniques used in local theatre that reflect British/American theatre. 











4 marks 

2. State one effect of decolonization on the folk variety of theatre arts in the Caribbean.
2 marks 

3. State one major theme reflected in theatre arts in the post independence era.  

1 mark 

4. Identify three Caribbean writers whose work reflected a concern with identity issues in the Caribbean.









3 marks 

5. Name two examples of folklore characters in rural or folk drama.


2 marks 

6. Explain any two of the following techniques used in theatre arts in the Caribbean:

a. Double entendre 

b. Picong 

c. Call and response 

d. Folk characters













4 marks 

7. State one fact about each of the following Caribbean writers:

a. Jamaica Kincaid

b. Earl Lovelace 

c. Vidia Naipaul








3 marks 

8. Identify two plays by Derek Walcott.






2 marks 

9. State one reason Derek Walcott is considered a colonial playwright.


2 marks 

10. State five ways in which folk culture is used by Derek Walcott in his theatre productions.5 marks 

11. Identify one way in which extra-regional influence is evident in Derek Walcott’s work.
2 marks 

Festivals 

1. Name two Christian festivals affected by western culture.



2 marks 

2. State one reason Hindu festivals are not significantly affected by western culture.
2 marks 

3. Identify two media through which local festivals are influenced by extra-regional cultures. 











2 marks 

Consumption patterns 

1. Explain the influence of mercantilist laws on consumption patterns in the Caribbean in its early history.










3 marks 

2. Identify two reasons for changes in the major sources of influence on our consumption patterns.











2 marks

3. Describe one way in which we have responded to the dominance of extra-regional goods and services in our local markets.







2 marks  

4. Describe two ways in which we have responded cultural imperialism.


4 marks 

Music 

1. Identify three Caribbean music forms which are characterized by resistant themes and identify the country of origin for each.







3 marks 

2. Explain how the Second World War impacted on the development of the steel pan.
2 marks 

3. Why is the steel pan considered a resistant cultural form?



2 marks 

4. Identify at least three major steel bands which existed in Trinidad and Tobago.

3 marks 

5. Identify the first genre of music recorded in Jamaica.




1 mark 

6. What other music forms influenced the genre identified in question five?

2 marks 

7. In which decade did ska emerge?






1 mark

8. Give one difference between reggae and rock steady.




1 mark

9. Identify one use of calypso as used by early calypsonians.



1 mark 

10. State two variations of calypso.







2 marks 

11. Explain how toasting and rap are related? 





2 marks  

12. Identify three themes which tend to be dominant in calypso.



3 marks 

13. Describe one influence of a named extra-regional source on Caribbean music forms.
3 marks 

Culinary practices 

1. Describe the context of the introduction of salt fish to the Caribbean.


2 marks 

2. Identify one country in which pig ears is eaten.





1 mark 

3. Describe the colonial influence on how animal parts are viewed as food items.

2 marks 

4. Identify two food items which are typical of all Caribbean countries due to the influence of colonial influence.








2 marks 

5. State two pieces of evidence for French influence on our culinary practices.

2 marks 

6. Identify the origin of alloo choka.






1 mark 

7. List four culinary traditions which are legacies of the Caribs. 



2 marks

8. Identify two food items or culinary practices that are linked to British culinary tradition.  2 marks 

9. State three factors that explain why American fast foods are so popular in the Caribbean.











3 marks 

Political Influences

1. What is the significance of membership to the commonwealth?



2 marks 

2. Why is there no separation of powers in the Westminster model of parliamentary government?











2 marks

3. Why did the English speaking Caribbean adopt the above model of government?

3 marks 

4. What was the significance of “Operation Urgent Fury” for the United State of America?
3 marks 

5. Give one reason Caribbean countries face difficulty in establishing communist governments.











2 marks 

Sports 

1. Identify one commonality between the major cricketing countries in the world such as Bangladesh, New Zealand and India. 






1 mark 

2. Identify two pieces of evidence of Caribbean flavour added to cricket.


2 marks 

3. Identify one sport in the Caribbean which reflects an American influence on sports in the Caribbean.









1 mark

4. Explain how any two extra-regional factors have influenced the nature of cricket in the contemporary Caribbean.







4 marks 

Tourism 

1. State three ways in which extra-regional factors have affected our tourist industry.
3 marks 

2. Describe three types of tourism other than eco-tourism which are practiced in the Caribbean. 











3 marks 

3. Name two major cruise ships that dock in the Caribbean.



2 marks 

4. Identify two services or goods that tourists usually want from their destinations.

2 marks 

Activity 

Tell the story of a named Caribbean country. Ensure that all the following terms are used in a meaningful way. (The lay-reader should be able to determine the meanings of the terms based on how they are used.)

· Development

· Cultural diversity 

· Colonialism 

· Trade unions 

· Industrialization 

· Gross Domestic Product 

· Population Growth 

· Agriculture 

· Tourism 

· Creolization 

· Plural society 

· Meteorological systems 

· Hegemony 

· Social stratification 

· Globalization 

· Migration 

· Regional integration 

· International Monetary Fund 

· Dependence 

· Discrimination 

· Physical resources 

· Human resources  

· Plate tectonics 

Essay writing and Exam Tips 

Analytical skills/tasks

· Distinguishing between fact and opinions 

· Drawing conclusions

· Establishing cause and effect 

· Establishing sequence 

· Generalizing (based on evidence examined)

· Identifying and evaluating traits 

·  Identifying and evaluating facts 

· Inferring 

· Making  judgements

· Perceiving relationships 

· Reacting to relationships 

· Weighing and validating facts 

· Anticipating outcomes 

· Classifying ideas 

· Comparing and contrasting 

· Critical reading 

· Establish a purpose for reading (Determine the questions you want answered). 

· Examine headings, underlined words, bold words and other key indicators of what the passage or reading is about.

· Ask the five W’s and ‘H’; what, where, when, why, who and how.  

· Summarize what is read and deemed helpful: paraphrase, use tables, concept or web maps and or any method of recording you find works best for you.  

Examination Tips

All questions are asking for one or more of the following kinds of information:

· What

· Who 

· When 

· Where 

· How 

· Why 

· So what

1. Choose ink colour carefully – not too pale, not messy, no neon colours. 

2. Skip at least one line between each answer.

3. Do not rewrite questions on your answer sheet. (You really don’t have time for that).  Simply number your answers properly.  

4. Link answers explicitly to the question being asked.

5. Use jargon but also explain them.

6. Avoid broad generalizations about the Caribbean.

7. Do not split single answers into several parts.

8. Use examples as much as possible. 

9. Avoid extra long sentences and paragraphs.  

10. Be familiar with Caribbean islands other than Jamaica.  

11. If a question is related to a specific period or group, make sure the answers are relevant to that period or group.  

12. When asked to compare concepts, be careful with choice of words used.  Terms such as ‘while’ and ‘On the other hand’ indicate that a differentiation is being made.  Terms such as similarly and likewise suggest similarities are being highlighted.   

13. When asked about effects of most phenomena, you can think about economic, social, demographic, cultural, environmental and political effects among others.  

14. Write out complete terms or names before using their abbreviations.  

15. BRIEFLY outline theories or describe phenomena before evaluating or analyzing.  

16. Do not present theories as resulting from or causing anything in society.  They are simply explanations for aspects of society offered by theorists. 

17. When asked about the proponent of an argument, name the person and argument/theory.  

18. Avoid hypothesizing if you are asked to give facts.  Terms that indicate you are hypothesizing include ‘may’, ‘might’’ will probably’ etc.  

19. Justify all recommendations, suggestions and possible consequences when asked to offer any. 

20. READ, STUDY, REVISE; KNOW FACTS AND APPLY THEM.  

Caribbean Studies 
 

TIPS FOR ESSSAY WRITING IN CARIBBEAN STUDIES
1. Properly interpret the question 

a. Determine the issue to be addressed and how it is to be addressed

b. Make sure you understand the key commands in the essay question such as “Discuss” and “Assess”. 

c. Determine the context and scope of the essay;

d. Bear the audience for the essay in mind.

2. Determine the types and sources of information that you need to complete the essay/answer the question asked.

a. Primary and or secondary sources;

b. Statistics;

c. Evidence from research 

d. Theory 

e. Key terms 

3. Consider multiple perspectives and approaches.  Note that essays in this course usually require DISCUSSION; that is, the examination and evaluation of different perspectives or view points. For example, the positive effects of a phenomenon must always be conditioned by an examination of the negative effects of that same phenomenon. 

4. For this course, consideration of the political, environmental, social, cultural and economic factors (causes, effects, manifestation, and implications) is always advised.  Also, Caribbean development is an overriding theme in the unit and should be considered in all discussions.

5. Determine what your thesis statement will be.

Developing points for an essay 

1. State the point – this is similar to a topic sentence (smaller thesis statement).  This may be quoted from a text (with the appropriate referencing) or a paraphrased idea. It may also reflect a conclusion you have drawn from your own observations and reading of relevant materials.  Usually these statements include jargon and  or key terms related to the topic

2. Explain the point.  Use your own words to explain the topic sentence, define the key terms in ways that the reader can understand.  Assume that the reader knows little or nothing of the topic and therefore make the explanation as clear as possible.  

3. Provide supporting evidence for the point made.  The evidence should be empirical and as much as possible also theoretical.  

4. The evidence presented must also be evaluated as suggested above (attend to source, assumptions, biases, authority of the source, relevance and currency of and purpose for which it was initially presented).   While you need not spell out all of this in full detail, (at least) a summary evaluation of the evidence must be given.  

5. Determine the value of the point particularly as it relates to answering the question at hand.  

a. Does it support the overall thesis of the discourse?

b. Is the support offered weak or substantial?

c. Importantly, what counter argument(s) could one put forward?

Most examiners deem it more effective to examine the counter arguments or limiting conditions for a point. This allows for immediate comparison and evaluation.
6. Use key words or phrases to:

a. Identify what skill is being demonstrated such as knowledge, assessment, evaluation and comparison.  The term “According to” shows knowledge for example. Of course, mere use of the term does not make the information correct.

b. Show the link between paragraphs or the transition from one issue to another. “On the other hand” at the beginning of a new paragraph for example, shows that you are about to explore another side of the issue covered in the preceding paragraph.   

PULLING IT TOGETHER 

1. Your conclusion should be a summary evaluation of all the points considered.  

2. It should be stated in a way that answers the initial question directly (and which of course should reflect the thesis statement).  

3. No new arguments should be introduced at this point. 

4. Markers are impressed by critical thinking.  Always think of the implications of the conclusion drawn and strategies for dealing with them.  

Social – education, health, family, recreation, social stratification, social order 

Cultural – consider all elements of culture 

Expressive culture –music, dance, art and craft, norms, 



Official /institutional culture – similar to social in many ways

Political – having to do with the distribution of power, decision making and the allocation of resources in society or in institutions in society 

Economic – anything having to do with the economy and methods used to adapt to our physical as well as our global environment in order to survive economically.  Also includes the ideologies or underlying principles governing the production and distribution of commodities to sustain society.  

Environmental – having to do with the natural environment. Issues of sustainable use of resources, pollution, and human ecology among other things are considered here. 
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Wealth 


Occupation, Inheritance





Class System 





Open – mobility is possible and likely 





Meritocracy is assumed 





Theoretically, this should promote efficiency and motivation and foster role allocation 





Power 


Ability to enforce compliance; influence decisions and the distribution of resources 





Parties - These are groups of persons which share power or who collectively seek to influence the use and distribution of power. 





Traditional 


Charismatic/affection 


Rational 


May be influenced by power and status








Status/Prestige 


Social respect based on ones position (ascribed and/or achieved). 





Status groups 


Mostly influenced by ascribed factors








Mobility is limited 


System usually has ideological underpinnings 





Enhanced by European technology 





Premised on foreign ownership and control 





Informed by laws of extra-regional origin 





Encouraged structural dependency 





Early forms of capitalism 





Cultural diversity, social stratification





Oppressive social and economic systems 





Production based on cheap or forced labour 





Export oriented 





Large scale agricultural production 





Systems of production in the Caribbean 





Africans 


Breadfruit, ackee, yam, banana, cocoa, penauts 


Europe 


Citrus, livestock - cows, horses, agricultural methods (irrigation, ploughing, large scale agriculture-plantations, technology)  


Amerindians 


Mamee apple, cotton, star apple, maize, guava, tobacco, pineapple, cassava, pepper, crab, manatee, cony 








Examine the cartoon and comment of the following:


What method(s) of cultural diffusion (and other forms of sharing) are evidenced in or can be inferred from the cartoon?


The cartoon is entitled “Problems of Globalizatio”. What are the problems of globalization evidenced in the cartoon?


What conclusions can we draw about the culture of the global village based on this cartoon?





Use the above figure/illustration to answer the following questions:


What are some of the facilitators of globalization as evidenced in the cartoons?


What are some of the main commodities traded in the global economy? 


Describe three threats to job security evidenced in the cartoon


What is implied about the division of labour/levels of production across the global village?


What are some of the social effects of globalization?











Answer the following questions based on your examination of the cartoon. 


What are the characteristics/features of globalization evidenced in the cartoon?


What are the roles of organizations such as NAFTA and the WTO? 


What is implied by each of the following?


The size of corporate America relative to the others in the cartoon;


The contents in the hands of corporate America


What are the effects of free trade in the global village evidenced in the cartoon?


What 





Comment on the following based on your examination of the cartoon. 


Comment on what is inferred from the following elements in the cartoon:


Bumper sticker 


The little girl holding the flower


The letters on the man’s tie


What is the main effect of globalization identified in the cartoon?


What is/are the main cause/causes of the problem identified? 
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